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18TH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
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Opening Prayer

2



Opening Voluntary

“Spirit of God”
arr. Hayes

Becky Barclay
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Bidding Lesson

Exodus 20:1-4, 7-9, 12-20

Deb Bunn
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1 Then God spoke all these 
words:
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2 I am the Lord your God, 
who brought you out of the 
land of Egypt, out of the 
house of slavery; 
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3 you shall have no other 
gods before me.
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4 You shall not make for 
yourself an idol, whether in the 
form of anything that is in 
heaven above, or that is on the 
earth beneath, or that is in the 
water under the earth.
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7 You shall not make wrongful 
use of the name of the Lord your 
God, for the Lord will not acquit 
anyone who misuses his name.
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8 Remember the sabbath 
day, and keep it holy.
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9 Six days you shall labor 
and do all your work.
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12 Honor your father and your 
mother, so that your days may 
be long in the land that the 
Lord your God is giving you.
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13 You shall not murder.
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14 You shall not commit 
adultery.
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15 You shall not steal.
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16 You shall not bear 
false witness against 
your neighbor.
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17 You shall not covet your 
neighbor’s house; you shall not 
covet your neighbor’s wife, or 
male or female slave, or ox, or 
donkey, or anything that belongs 
to your neighbor.
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18 When all the people witnessed 
the thunder and lightning, the 
sound of the trumpet, and the 
mountain smoking, they were afraid 
and trembled and stood at a 
distance,
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19 and said to Moses, “You 
speak to us, and we will 
listen; but do not let God 
speak to us, or we will die.”
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20 Moses said to the people, 
“Do not be afraid; for God has 
come only to test you and to 
put the fear of him upon you 
so that you do not sin.”
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READER: The word of God for 
the people of God.

PEOPLE: Thanks be to God!
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World Communion Sunday

Service of Word and Prayer
October 4, 2020

9:30 a.m.



Call to Worship
From Psalm 19 JWCII
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The heavens declared 
God’s glory!

Call:
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The skies proclaimed the 
work of his hands.

Response:
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Deference to the will of God 
is forever pure.

Call:
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The LORD’S ordinances are 
sure right and to be 
treasured.

Response:
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Forgive us our sins, O LORD and 
keep the failures of our past from 
those who would use them to 
extort and discredit us.

Call:
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May the words we speak and the 
thoughts we share be a blessing 
to you, O LORD.  In you we are 
redeemed and find a solid place 
to stand.

Response:
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Gospel Lesson

Matthew 21:33-46
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33 “Listen to another parable.  There 
was a landowner who planted a 
vineyard, put a fence around it, dug a 
wine press in it, and built a 
watchtower.  Then he leased it to 
tenants and went to another country. 
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34 When the harvest time 
had come, the landowner 
sent his slaves to the tenants 
to collect his produce.  
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35 But the tenants seized 
his slaves and beat one, 
killed another, and stoned 
another.

33



36 Again the landowner sent 
other slaves, more than the 
first; and the tenants treated 
them in the save way.
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37 Finally, the landowner 
sent his son to the tenants, 
saying, ‘They will respect my 
son.’
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38 But when the tenants saw 
the son, they said to 
themselves, ‘This is the heir; 
come, let us kill him and get 
his inheritance.’

36



39 So the tenants seized 
him, threw him out of the 
vineyard, and killed him.
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40 Now when the owner of 
the vineyard comes, what will 
he do to those tenants?”
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41 They said to Jesus, “He will 
put those wretches to a miserable 
death, and lease the vineyard to 
other tenants who will give him 
the produce at the harvest time.”
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42 Jesus said to them, “Have you 
never read in the scriptures: ‘The 
stone that the builders rejected has 
become the cornerstone; this was 
the Lord’s doing, and it is amazing in 
our eyes’?
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43 Therefore I tell you, the 
kingdom of God will be taken 
away from you and given to a 
people that produces the fruits 
of the kingdom.
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44 The one who falls on this 
stone will be broken to pieces; 
and it will crush anyone on 
whom it falls.”
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45 When the chief priests and 
the Pharisees heard his 
parables, they realized that 
Jesus was speaking about 
them.
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46 They wanted to arrest Jesus, 
but they feared the crowds, 
because they regarded him as a 
prophet.
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45

READER: The Gospel of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.

PEOPLE: Thanks be to thee, 
O Christ!



A Wesleyan Moment
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Sermon
Rev. John W. Cole II

“Give, or Have It Taken”
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Prayer of the People
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The Offering

“Invocation” in B Flat    
Guilmant

Becky Barclay
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51



Statement of Faith 

Based Upon

Philippians 3:4b-14

October 4, 2020
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We are an accomplished people.  We 
are blessed and have many reasons to 
be proud.  But, if we truly know Christ, 
our lifestyle will reveal the relationship 
we have with him.  How is this even 
possible?
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Call:



We believe when we claim the righteousness 
of Christ, foolish pride disappears.  Our 
righteousness is not by way of rules kept, but 
through our faith in Christ alone.  Our 
priorities are transformed and we make 
following Christ our first and most important 
priority.
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Witness:



A relationship with Christ offers 
a great gain, but what is the 
cost?
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Call:



Following Christ may cost us all our 
worldly possessions or even our 
lives; yet those things are nothing 
compared to the privilege of knowing 
Christ as our Lord and Savior.
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Witness:



What then is the reward?
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Call:



We believe our reward is owning the 
power of the resurrection.  We partner 
with Christ in his suffering that we might 
also be raised with Him. We do not claim 
to know about everything there is to
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Witness:



know about God, but by faith we press 
on toward the prize.  We are not pinned 
down by past failures, but press forward 
boldly as a living witness to God’s grace 
and mercy in this world.
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Witness (cont’d):



Announcements
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Postlude

“Glory Be to God”
J.S. Bach

Becky Barclay
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