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Bidding Lesson

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11
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1 The spirit of the Lord God is 
upon me, because the Lord has 
anointed me;



he has sent me to bring good news 
to the oppressed, to bind up the 
brokenhearted,



to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and release to the prisoners;



2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor, and the day of vengeance of our 
God; to comfort all who mourn;



3 to provide for those who mourn 
in Zion---to give them a garland 
instead of ashes, 



the oil of gladness instead of 
mourning, the mantle of praise 
instead of a faint spirit.



They will be called oaks of 
righteousness, the planting of the 
Lord, to display his glory.



4 They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, the 
devastations of many generations.



8 For I the Lord love justice, I hate 
robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully 
give them their recompense, and I will 
make an everlasting covenant with them.



9 Their descendants shall be known 
among the nations, and their offspring 
among the peoples;



all who see them shall acknowledge that 
they are a people who the Lord has 
blessed.



10 I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my 
whole being shall exult in my God; for he 
has clothed me with the garments of 
salvation, 



he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks 
himself with a garland, and as a bride 
adorns herself with her jewels.



11 For as the earth brings forth its 
shoots, and as a garden causes what 
is sown in it to spring up, 



so the Lord God will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring up 
before all the nations.



READER: The word of God for the 
people of God.

PEOPLE: Thanks be to God!



Service of Word and Prayer
December 13, 2020

9:30 a.m.



Lighting 
of the 

Third Candle of Advent -
The Candle of Love



On this, the third Sunday of Advent, God’s 
Word is clear in the Old Testament and 
confirmed in the New Testament that we are 
called to live by faith and not by sight.



Perhaps, this year’s adjustments to living with 
the consequences of a world-wide pandemic, 
living by faith has become an uncomfortable 
reality filled with questions and adjustments.



Students of Biblical history know this is not the 
first experience in the lives of God’s people 
where an uncertain, uncomfortable, and 
questionable future exists.



But, God, who is always actively at work, spoke 
through His prophet, Isaiah, to bring words of 
comfort and love to those who were returning 
to Jerusalem after 70 years of exile in 
Babylonian captivity.



Like today, they were challenged with many 
obstacles to which they adjusted and overcame.  
May these same words, bring love and comfort 
to us as we continue to adjust to a radically 
changing world.



The scripture represents three different voices:  
Isaiah, the prophet; Jesus, the Messiah; and 
God, the Father.



Isaiah 61:1-3a are words from God given to 
Isaiah and quoted and fulfilled by Jesus as 
recorded in the Gospel of Luke, Chapter 4:



1 The spirit of the Lord God is 
upon me, because the Lord has 
anointed me;



he has sent me to bring good news 
to the oppressed, to bind up the 
brokenhearted,



to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and release to the prisoners;



2 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s 
favor, 



Jesus, the Son, was anointed by God, the 
Father, to bring the Good News of the Gospel 
to all people, to heal, and to cast out demons, 
bringing liberty to those in bondage.



Jesus spoke these words in the synagogue in 
his hometown of Nazareth, adding by 
exclaiming, today this scripture has been 
fulfilled in your hearing.



Then Isaiah goes on to say, continuing in Isaiah 
61:1-2:

and the day of vengeance of our God; to 
comfort all who mourn; 



3 to provide for those who mourn 
in Zion---to give them a garland 
instead of ashes, 



the oil of gladness instead of 
mourning, the mantle of praise 
instead of a faint spirit.



They will be called oaks of 
righteousness, the planting of the 
Lord, to display his glory.



4 They shall build up the ancient ruins, 
they shall raise up the former devastations; 
they shall repair the ruined cities, the 
devastations of many generations.



Isaiah’s words envision total restoration, 
reformation, and stability comparing 
God’s people as “oaks of righteousness” 
implying we can stand by faith in God, 



and envisioning us as being people who 
wear their faith as a garland with 
gladness and praise, a display of God’s 
glory!



And, then God Himself speaks:



8 For I the Lord love justice, I hate 
robbery and wrongdoing; I will faithfully 
give them their recompense, and I will 
make an everlasting covenant with them.



9 Their descendants shall be known 
among the nations, and their offspring 
among the peoples;



all who see them shall acknowledge that 
they are a people who the Lord has 
blessed.



The Lord, God, reminds us He keeps His 
promises and will, again, restore what was 
lost because of injustice.  



God is faithful.  May God find us faithful so 
that all who see us shall know that we are 
His blessed people.  Join me in our 
responsive reading:



I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my whole 
being shall exult in my God; for he has 
clothed me with the garments of salvation, 

Call:



he has covered me with the robe of 
righteousness, as a bridegroom decks 
himself with a garland, and as a bride 
adorns herself with her jewels.

Call:



As the earth brings forth its shoots, and 
as a garden causes what is sown in it to 
spring up, 

RESPONSE:



so the Lord God will cause righteousness 
and praise to spring up before all the 
nations.

RESPONSE (cont’d):



Hallelujah, for sending Jesus to us, our 
bridegroom, and choosing the church as 
His beautiful, adorned bride.  Even though 
we are living in chaotic times,



we know we are profoundly loved.  
May we continue to walk by faith 
knowing what Jesus Christ did for us



as we look forward once more to 
celebrating the First Advent and look 
forward to the Second.



Today we light four candles, 
the first candle--the candle of “God willing”; 
the second candle--the candle of Hope; 



the third candle--the candle of Promise; and 
today’s candle--the candle of Love. 



Gospel Lesson

John 1:6-8, 19-28



6 There was a man sent from God, 
whose name was John.



7 He came as a witness to testify 
to the light, so that all might believe 
through him.



8 He himself was not the light, 
but he came to testify to the light …



19 This is the testimony given by John 
when the Jews sent priests and Levites 
from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?”



20 John confessed and did not deny it, 
but confessed, “I am not the Messiah.”



21 And the priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem asked him, “What then?  Are 
you Elijah?”  John said.  “I am not.”  “Are 
you a prophet?”  John answered, “No.”



22 Then they said to him, “Who are you?  
Let us have an answer for those who sent 
us.  What do you say about yourself?”



23 John said, “I am the voice of one 
crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight the way of the Lord,’” as the 
prophet Isaiah said.



24 Now the priests and Levites from 
Jerusalem had been sent from the 
Pharisees.



25 They asked John, “Why then are 
you baptizing if you are neither the 
Messiah, nor Elijah, nor the 
prophet?”



26 John answered them, “I baptize 
with water.  Among you stands one 
whom you do not know,



27 the one who is coming after me; 
I am not worthy to untie the thong of 
his sandal.”



28 This took place in Bethany across 
the Jordan where John was 
baptizing.



READER: The Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

PEOPLE: Thanks be to thee, O 
Christ!



Sermon

Marsha Duncan



Prayer of the People





The Offering





Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings 
flow; praise him, all creatures here 
below; praise him above ye heavenly 
host; praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, Amen.



Mission Statement of 

Centenary United Methodist Church



All:

The mission of Centenary United Methodist 
Church is to proclaim, extend, and share 
the grace of God to change lives to follow 



All (cont’d):

the teachings of Jesus Christ, and to provide 
training, encouragement and inspiration for 
that purpose.



Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
And to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be:  
World with end. Amen, amen.



Announcements



Postlude

Becky Barclay




