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OPENING PRAYER



Opening Voluntary

George Stone



Bidding Lesson

2 Samuel 7:1-11, 16



1 Now when the king was settled 
in his house, and the Lord had 
given him rest from all his enemies 
around him,



2 the king said to the prophet Nathan, 
“See now, I am living in a house of cedar; 
but the ark of God stays in a tent.”  



3 Nathan said to the king, “Go, do 
all that you have in mind; for the Lord 
is with you.”



4 But that same night the word of the 
Lord came to Nathan:  



5 Go and tell my servant David:  Thus 
says the Lord:  Are you the one to build me 
a house to live in?



6 I have not lived in a house since the 
day I brought up the people of Israel from 
Egypt to this day, 



but I have been moving about in a tent 
and a tabernacle.



7 Wherever I have moved about among 
all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a 
word with any of the tribal leaders of



Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd 
my people Israel saying, “Why have you 
not built me a house of cedar?”



8 Now therefore thus you shall say 
to my servant David:  Thus says the 
Lord of hosts:



I took you from the pasture, from 
following the sheep to be prince over 
my people Israel;



9 and I have been with you 
wherever you went, and have cut off 
all your enemies from before you; 



and I will make for you a great name, 
like the name of the great ones of the 
earth.



10 And I will appoint a place for my 
people Israel and will plant them, so 
that they may live in their own place, 



and be disturbed no more; and 
evildoers shall afflict them no more, 
as formerly,



11 from the time that I appointed 
judges over my people Israel; and I 
will give you rest from all your 
enemies.  



Moreover the Lord declares to you 
that the Lord will make you a 
house …



16 Your house and your kingdom 
shall be made sure forever before 
me; your throne shall be established 
forever.



READER: The word of God for the 
people of God.

PEOPLE: Thanks be to God!



Service of Word and Prayer
December 20, 2020

9:30 a.m.



Lighting 
of the 

Fourth Candle of Advent 
- The Candle of 

“The Ruling King”



On this, the fourth Sunday of Advent, our 
scripture is one of the most consequential of 
the Old Testament. 



It is as significant as God’s covenant with 
Abraham because David, a descendant of 
Abraham, receives a forever promise from God.



On the surface, however, it seems that the 
promise did not last.  After all, after David’s son, 
Solomon’s reign, 



the kingdom split into the Northern and the 
Southern kingdoms.  Both kingdoms sin against 
the God they claim to love. 



God uses the Assyrians as the tool to take the 
Northern kingdom into captivity, and then uses 
the Babylonian empire to take the Southern 
kingdom into captivity. 



But, ah--we must look deeper at the story 
because God always keeps his promises. 
This fourth Sunday of Advent falls just days 
before the celebration of 



the Nativity of Our Lord, or as we call it, 
Christmas.  In the beginning of what we like 
to refer to as the “Christmas Story” Mary is 
approached by the Angel Gabriel 



heralding the birth of Christ, and she is to be 
his earthly mother.  The Scripture taken from 
Luke 1 and 2, reports the following: 



God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a 
village in Galilee, to a virgin named Mary.  She 
was engaged to be married to a man named 
Joseph, 



a descendant of King David.  Gabriel 
appeared to her and said, "Greetings, favored 
woman!  The Lord is with you!"



Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think 
what the angel could mean.  Don't be 
frightened, Mary," the angel told her,



"for God has decided to bless you!  You will 
become pregnant and have a son, and you 
are to name him Jesus.  He will be very great 
and will be called the Son of the Most High. 



And the Lord God will give him the throne of 
his ancestor David.  And he will reign over 
Israel forever; his Kingdom will never end!"



The fulfillment of God’s promise came a bit 
over 1,000 years after David received the 
promise! 



God sent Jesus, the first time to 
become the Savior of the world, and to 
build his own house, the church. 

Call:



Jesus also came to build us individually 
from the inside out through the 
indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 

Response:



And how did Jesus ask us to respond to the 
fulfillment of his work during the first 
advent? 

Call:



Jesus commanded us: “Go and make 
disciples.” 

Response:



Amazing, the God of Creation partners with 
us to build his church – the church created 
through faith in him from people of every 
tribe and nation – including us. 



And, for what?  So that at the appropriate 
time Jesus will return to earth in the Second 
Advent and rule on the throne of David, and 
he will reign over Israel forever; 



his Kingdom will never end!  Picture yourself 
there, ruling and reigning with Christ, as co-
heirs of the promise of God (2 Timothy 2:12). 



Today we light four candles, 
the first candle--the candle of Hope; 
the second candle--the candle of Promise;



the third candle--the candle of Love; and 
today’s candle--the candle of “The Ruling King”. 



Gospel Lesson

Luke 1:26-38



26 In the sixth month, the angel 
Gabriel was sent by God to a town 
in Galilee called Nazareth,



27 to a virgin engaged to a man whose 
name was Joseph, of the house of 
David.  The virgin’s name was Mary.



28 And he came to her and said, 
“Greetings, favored one!  The Lord 
is with you.



29 But she was much perplexed by his 
words and pondered what sort of greeting 
this might be.



30 The angel said to her, “Do not be 
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor 
with God.



31 And now, you will conceive in your 
womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus.



32 He will be great, and will be called 
the Son of the Most High, and the Lord 
God will give to him the throne of his 
ancestor David.



33 He will reign over the house of Jacob 
forever, and of his kingdom there will be 
no end.”



34 Mary said to the angel, “How can 
this be, since I am a virgin?”



35 The angel said to her, “The Holy 
Spirit will come upon you, and the 
power of the Most High will 
overshadow you; 



therefore the child to be born will be 
holy; he will be called Son of God.



36 And now, your relative Elizabeth in 
her old age has also conceived a son; and 
this is the sixth month for her who was 
said to be barren.



37 For nothing will be impossible 
with God.”



38 Then Mary said, “Here am I, the 
servant of the Lord; let it be with me 
according to your word.”  Then the angel 
departed from her.



READER: The Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

PEOPLE: Thanks be to thee, O 
Christ!



Sermon

Rev. John Cole



Prayer of the People





The Offering





Doxology

Praise God, from whom all blessings 
flow; praise him, all creatures here 
below; praise him above ye heavenly 
host; praise Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghost, Amen.



The Nicene Creed

December 20, 2020



We believe in one God, the Father, the 
Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 
that is, seen and unseen.



We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only 
Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, 
God from God, Light from Light, true God 
from true God,



begotten, not made, of one Being with the 
Father; through him all things were made.  
For us and our salvation he came down from 
heaven,



was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the 
Virgin Mary and became truly human.  For 
our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate;



he suffered death and was buried.  On the 
third day he rose again in accordance with the 
Scriptures; he ascended into heaven and is 
seated 



at the right hand of the Father.  He will come 
again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 
and his kingdom will have no end.



We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son, who with the Father and the Son 
is worshiped



and glorified, who has spoken through the 
prophets.  We believe in the one holy 
catholic* and apostolic church.  We 
acknowledge one baptism



for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the 
world to come.  
Amen.



Gloria Patri

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
And to the Holy Ghost;
As it was in the beginning, is now, and 
ever shall be:  
World without end. Amen, amen.



Announcements



Postlude

George Stone





Now to the One who is able to keep you 
from falling, and to make you stand 
without blemish in the presence of God's 
glory with rejoicing, to the only God our 
Savior, through Jesus Christ our Lord, be 
glory, majesty, power, and authority, 
before all time both now and forever. 
Amen.


