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OPENING PRAYER



Opening Voluntary

George Stone



Today’s flowers are given 
to the glory of God by 
Carol Quinn and Ann Huff 
in loving memory of their 
parents, Lawrence and 
Alice Nagel.



Bidding Lesson

Isaiah 40:1-11

Carol Quinn



1 Comfort, O comfort my people, 
says your God.



2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry 
to her that she has served her term, that 
her penalty is paid, that she has received 
from the Lord’s hand double for all her 
sins.



3 A voice cries out:  “In the 
wilderness prepare the way of the 
Lord, make straight in the desert a 
highway for our God.



4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and 
every mountain and hill be made low; the 
uneven ground shall become level, and 
the rough places a plain.



5 Then the glory of the Lord shall be 
revealed, and all people shall see it 
together, for the mouth of the Lord has 
spoken.”



6 A voice says, “Cry out!”  And I said, 
“What shall I cry?”  All people are grass, 
their constancy is like the flower of the 
field.



7 The grass withers, the flower fades, 
when the breath of the Lord blows upon 
it; surely the people are grass.



8 The grass withers, the flower 
fades, but the word of our God will 
stand forever.



9 Get you up to a high mountain, O 
Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up 
your voice with strength, O 
Jerusalem, 



herald of good tidings, lift it up, do 
not fear; say to the cities of Judah, 
“Here is your God!”



10 See, the Lord God comes with 
might, and his arm rules for him; his 
reward is with him, and his 
recompense before him.



11 He will feed his flock like a 
shepherd; he will gather the lambs in 
his arms, and carry them in his 
bosom, and gently lead the mother 
sheep.



READER: The word of God for the 
people of God.

PEOPLE: Thanks be to God!



Service of Word and Prayer
December 6, 2020

9:30 a.m.



Lighting 
of the 

Second Candle of Advent 
- The Candle of Promise



On this, the second Sunday of Advent, our Old 
Testament reading comes from the Prophet 
Isaiah, reporting from the throne room of God.  
It is an exchange between God and heavenly 
messengers.  Do something for me, close your 
eyes and imagine yourselves there.



Do you see God’s court surrounded by angels at 
the ready to carry out His commands?  The 
throne room is quiet, in awe of God, as He 
conveys these words to His messengers:



“Comfort, O comfort my people, says your 
God,” (verse 1).  These words convey seeds of 
hope and promise.  Hope for a people who had 
sinned greatly against God, were judged and 
punished by having 



their nation and the temple destroyed and 
carried into exile for 70 years.  And a faithful 
God who keeps covenant with and for His 
people despite sin and the consequences of sin.



The Holy One of Israel is our God.  Our God  
speaks and acts; His whose power is 
unimaginable and His care and tenderness 
sustaining.  This is a remarkable reminder for us 
who, 



without alternative, abided with us through the 
year of 2020.  A year of invasion by a virus 
which affected every area of our lives.  Even our 
worship life was not spared.  A year of civil 
unrest 



and disrupted norms, challenging us to 
examine ourselves, and make necessary but 
difficult adjustments.  Yet here we are.  A 
reflection of sinful Judah, a time when we are 
painfully aware of an



“all-encompassing brokenness in heaven and 
on earth, and a rupture between God and 
God’s people and creation,” (Gier) when the 
God of all, chose to use a virus and civil unrest 
as instruments of awakening.



So today we light four candles, 
the first candle--the candle of Deliverance; 
the second candle--the candle of “God willing”; 
the third candle--the candle of Hope; and 
today’s candle--the candle of Promise. 



In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord, 
make straight in the desert a highway for our 
God.  This is a command, “prepare!” This is  a 
promise that supposes the coming of a 
messianic King to all people, not just Judah.

Call: 



It is a promise of a coming Savior who 
came as a babe the first time to pay for 
our sin, but will come again to rule and 
reign with justice--

Response: 



Jesus is the only One qualified to 
bring justice because He is 
without sin. “In Him there is no 
darkness at all”.

Response (cont’d): 



Isaiah compares people to withering grass 
and fading flowers.  We are reminded of our 
fragility, humanity and mortality. 

Call: 



We recognize we are created with 
limitations born into sin and in 
need of a Savior.

Response: 



And now we are assured of “hope”--the 
name of our first advent candle, and God’s 
“promise”–Promise!  That’s today’s advent 
candle, a promise that in Jesus all things 
are reconciled to God.



Listen, as I read Isaiah 40:9-11 again! 
Hear what God commands; hear the 
promises of God:



9 Get you up to a high mountain, O 
Zion, herald of good tidings; lift up 
your voice with strength,



(command) O Jerusalem, herald of 
good tidings, lift it up, do not fear; 
say to the cities of Judah, “Here is 
your God!”



10 See, the Lord God comes with 
might, and his arm rules for him; his 
reward is with him, and his 
recompense before him.



11 (promise) He will feed his flock 
like a shepherd; he will gather the 
lambs in his arms, and carry them in 
his bosom, and gently lead the 
mother sheep.



This is the promise of our faithful King, Jesus; 
the One who came, is present and the One 
who is coming to make all things new.  It points 
out his love and gentleness as our Shepherd, 
the tender Savior, carrying us gently into the 
green pastures of nourishment and 
abundance.



Gospel Lesson

Mark 1:1-8



1 The beginning of the good news 
of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.



2 As it is written in the prophet 
Isaiah, “See, I am sending my 
messenger ahead of you, who will 
prepare your way;



3 the voice of one crying out in 
the wilderness; ‘Prepare the way of 
the Lord, make his paths straight,’”



4 John the baptizer appeared in the 
wilderness, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins.



5 And people from the whole Judean 
countryside and all the people of 
Jerusalem were going out to him, and 
were baptized by him in the river Jordan, 
confessing their sins.



6 Now John was clothed with 
camel’s hair, with a leather belt 
around his waist, and he ate locusts 
and wild honey.



7 He proclaimed, “The one who is 
more powerful than I is coming after 
me; I am not worthy to stoop down 
and untie the thong of his sandals.



8 I have baptized you with water; 
but he will baptize you with the Holy 
Spirit.



READER: The Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

PEOPLE: Thanks be to thee, O 
Christ!



Sermon
Rev. John W. Cole II

“Make a Clearing”



Prayer of the People





The Offering





Statement of Faith 

Apostles’ Creed

December 6, 2020



I believe in God the Father 

Almighty, maker of heaven and 

earth;



And in Jesus Christ his only Son 

our Lord; 

who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit,



born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;



the third day he rose from the dead;

he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth at the right hand of God 

the Father Almighty;



from thence he shall come to judge 

the quick and the dead.



I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,



the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting.  Amen.



Announcements



Postlude

George Stone



Today’s flowers are given 
to the glory of God by 
Carol Quinn and Ann Huff 
in loving memory of their 
parents, Lawrence and 
Alice Nagel.




