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OPENING PRAYER



Opening Voluntary

George Stone



Today’s altar flowers are 
provided  by 

Deb Bunn in loving 
memory of her father, 
Al Kendrick, and her 

husband, Lenzia Bunn.



Bidding Lesson

Numbers 21:4-9



4 From Mount Hor they set out by the 
way to the Red Sea, to go around the land 
of Edom; but the people became impatient 
on the way.  



5 The people spoke against God 
and against Moses, “Why have you 
brought us up out of Egypt to die in 
the wilderness?  



For there is no food and no water, 
and we detest this miserable food.”



6 Then the Lord sent poisonous 
serpents among the people, and 
they bit the people, so that many 
Israelites died.



7 The people came to Moses and 
said, “We have sinned by speaking 
against the Lord and against you; 



pray to the Lord to take away the 
serpents from us.”  So Moses prayed 
for the people.



8 And the Lord said to Moses, “Make a 
poisonous serpent, and set it on a pole; 
and everyone who is bitten shall look at it 
and live.”



9 So Moses made a serpent of bronze, 
and put it upon a pole; and whenever a 
serpent bit someone, that person would 
look at the serpent of bronze and live.



READER: The word of God for the 
people of God.

PEOPLE: Thanks be to God!



Service of Word and Prayer
March 14, 2021

9:30 a.m.



Call to Worship

based on

Psalm 107



Leader:

Give thanks to the Lord, for God is 
good; 



People:

God's steadfast love endures 
forever.



Leader:

Cry to the Lord in your trouble,



People:

And God will deliver you from your 
distress.



Leader:

God's steadfast love endures forever;



People:

Let us praise the Lord!



Gospel Lesson

John 3:14-21



14 And just as Moses lifted up the 
servant in the wilderness, so must the 
Son of Man be lifted up,



15 that whoever believes in him 
may have eternal life.



16 “For God so loved the world that 
he gave his only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in him may not perish 
but may have eternal life.



17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son 
into the world to condemn the world, 
but in order that the world might be 
saved through him.



18 Those who believe in him are not 
condemned; but those who do not 
believe are condemned already, 



because they have not believed in 
the name of the only Son of God.



19 And this is the judgment, that the 
light has come into the world, and 
people loved darkness rather than 
light because their deeds were evil.



20 For all who do evil hate the light 
and do not come to the light, so that 
their deeds may not be exposed.



21 But those who do what is true 
come to the light, so that it may be 
clearly seen that their deeds have 
been done in God.



READER: The Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

PEOPLE: Thanks be to thee, O 
Christ!



Sermon

Rev. John W. Cole II



Prayer of the People





The Offering

Offertory – Becky Barclay



Doxology





Statement of Faith

Based on Ephesians 2:1-10

March 14, 2021



Leader:

We are born into original sin.  We 
are spiritually dead in our trespasses 
and sin, subject of God’s wrath.  



Leader (cont’d):

We are unaware for our need for 
God and unable to do anything 
about it.  Yet, God rescues us!  How?



People:

Since we cannot save ourselves, God 
awakens us to our need for Christ, 
for only God can resurrect the dead!



Leader:

Why would God do this?



People:

God loves all of us more than any of us 
can love each other.  With faith in Christ, 
we are given the gift of His unmerited 
favor.



Leader:

What changes in your position 
before God when this happens?



People:

Our state of being remains the 
same while we live out our days on 
earth, yet salvation ushers in a new 
relationship with God.  



People (cont’d):

In Jesus, we are no longer 
descendants of a fallen world, but 
sons and daughters of the living 
God.



Leader:

What then is our response to God?



People:

We respond to God by cooperating 
in the good works He has prepared 
for us even before the world was 
created!



Gloria Patri



Announcements



Postlude

George Stone
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