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October 31, 2021
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Opening Prayer



Opening Voluntary

George Stone



Today’s altar flowers 
are provided  by 

Deb Bunn
in loving memory of 

her mom,
Marie Kendrick



Bidding Lesson

Ruth 1:1-18

Bettie Jones (8:30);

Pam Peddy (11:00)



1 In the days when the judges ruled, 
there was a famine in the land, and a 
certain man of Bethlehem in Judah went 
to live in the country of Moab, he and his 
wife and 
two sons.



2 The name of the man of Elimelech 
and the name of his wife Naomi, and the 
names of his two sons were Mahlon and 
Chilion; 



they were Ephrathites from Bethlehem 
in Judah.  They went into the country of 
Moab and remained there.



3 But Elimelech, the husband of 
Naomi, died, and she was left with her 
two sons.



4 These took Moabite wives; the name 
of the one was Orpah and the name of 
the other Ruth.  When they had lived 
there about ten years, 



5 both Mahlon and Chilion also died, so 
that Naomi was left without her two sons 
and her husband.



6 Then Naomi started to return with 
her daughters-in-law from the country of 
Moab, for she had heard in the country of 
Moab that the Lord had considered his 
people and 
given them 
food.



7 So Naomi set out from the place 
where she had been living, she and her 
two daughters-in-law, and they went on 
their way to go back to the land of Judah.



8 But Naomi said to her two daughters-
in-law, “Go back each of you to your 
mother’s house.  May the Lord deal 
kindly with you, as you have dealt with 
the dead 
and with me.



9 The Lord grant that you may find 
security, each of you in the house of your 
husband.”  Then she kissed them, and 
they wept aloud.



10 Orpah and Ruth said to Naomi, “No, 
we will return with you to your people.”



11 But Naomi said, “Turn back, my 
daughters, why will you go with me?  Do I 
still have sons in my womb that they may 
become your husbands?



12 Turn back, my daughters, go your 
way, for I am too old to have a husband.  
Even if I thought there was hope for me, 
even if I should have a husband tonight 
and bear sons,



13 would you then wait until they were 
grown?  Would you then refrain from 
marrying?  No, my daughters, 



it has been far more bitter for me than 
for you, because the hand of the Lord has 
turned against me.”



14 Then they wept aloud again.  Orpah 
kissed her mother-in-law, but Ruth clung 
to her.



15 So Naomi said, “See, your sister-in-
law has gone back to her people and to 
her gods; return after your sister-in-law.”



16 But Ruth said, “Do not press me to 
leave you or to turn back from following 
you!  Where you go, I will go; where you 
lodge, I will lodge; your people shall be 
my people, and 
your God my God.  



17 Where you die, I will die—there will I 
be buried.  May the Lord do thus and so 
to me, and more as well, if even death 
parts me from you!”



18 When Naomi saw that she was 
determined to go with her, she said no 
more to her.



READER: The word of God for the 
people of God.

PEOPLE: Thanks be to God!



Call to Worship

based on 

Psalm 146 (JWC II)



Leader:

Praise the Lord, O my soul!



People:

As long as there is air to breathe, we 
will sing God’s praises.



Leader:

Do not fully rely on human innovations or 
earthly powers and princes.



People:

When we trust in these things, we are 
open to disappointment.



All:

O God of Jacob, bring us help in trying 
times.  You, O Lord, are faithful to 
every generation.  We trust and praise 
the Lord!



Hymn #133

“Leaning on the Everlasting 
Arms”

(all verses)



What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
what a blessedness, what a peace is mine,
leaning on the everlasting arms.
Leaning, leaning,
safe and secure from all alarms;
leaning, leaning,
leaning on the everlasting arms.



O how sweet to walk in the pilgrim way,
leaning on the everlasting arms;
O how bright the path grows from day to day,
leaning on the everlasting arms.
Leaning, leaning,
safe and secure from all alarms;
leaning, leaning,
leaning on the everlasting arms.



What have I to dread, what have I to fear,
leaning on the everlasting arms?
I have blessed peace with my Lord so near,
leaning on the everlasting arms.
Leaning, leaning,
safe and secure from all alarms;
leaning, leaning,
leaning on the everlasting arms.



Gospel Lesson

Mark 12:28-34



28 One of the scribes came near and 
heard the Sadducees disputing with one 
another, and seeing that Jesus answered 
them well, the scribe asked Jesus, “Which 
commandment is 
the first of all?”



29 Jesus answered, “The first is, ‘Hear, O 
Israel:  the Lord our God, the Lord is one; 



30 you shall love the Lord your God with 
all your heart, and with all your soul, and 
with all your mind, and with all your 
strength.’



31 The second is this, ‘You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself.’  There is no 
other commandment greater than these.”



32 Then the scribe said to him, “You are 
right, Teacher; you have truly said that ‘he 
is one, and besides him there is no other’;



33 and ‘to love him with all the heart, 
and with all the understanding, and with 
all the strength,’ and ‘to love one’s 
neighbor as oneself,’—



this is much more important than all 
whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.”



34 When Jesus saw that he answered 
wisely, he said to the scribe, “You are not 
far from the kingdom of God.”  After that 
no one dared to ask him any question.



READER: The Gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

PEOPLE: Thanks be to thee, O 
Christ!



Anthem (11:00)

“Rise, Shine, Little Light!” 

arr. Sally Albrecht

Sanctuary Choir



Sermon

Rev. John W. Cole II



Prayer of the People



The Lord’s Prayer



The Peace



Leader: As Forgiven and 
reconciled people, let us 
now bring our offerings 
before the Lord; 
remembering all the 
gifts we have given to 
the Lord since we last 
met in worship. (-cont.)



Leader: Bring forth your gifts of 
prayer, presence, gifts, 
service and witness.  
Bring forth the gifts that 
we have collected in the 
basket, through the mail 
and on-line; (-cont.)



Leader: remembering the words of 
Jesus who said, “Give and it 
will be given to you.  A good 
measure, pressed down, 
shaken together and running 
over, will be poured into 
your lap.  For with the 
measure you use, it will be 
measured to you. “



The Offering

Offertory
George Stone (8:30)

Becky Barclay (11:00)



Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings 
flow; praise him, all creatures here 
below; praise him above, ye heavenly 
host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen.



Prayers of 
Thanksgiving



Statement of Faith
The Apostles Creed

October 31, 2021



I believe in God the Father Almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth; 

60



And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

61



born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried; 

62



the third day he rose from the dead;
he ascended into heaven, 
and sitteth at the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty;

63



from thence he shall come to judge the 
quick and the dead. 

64



I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,

65



the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

66



Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen.  Amen.



Announcements



Hymn  #408

“The Gift of Love”
(all verses)



Though I may speak with bravest fire,
and have the gift to all inspire,
and have not love, my words are vain,
as sounding brass, and hopeless gain.



Though I may give all I possess,
and striving so my love profess,
but not be given by love within,
the profit soon turns strangely thin.



Come, Spirit, come, our hearts control,
our spirits long to be made whole.
Let inward love guide every deed;
by this we worship, and are freed.



Today’s altar flowers 
are provided  by 

Deb Bunn
in loving memory of 

her mom,
Marie Kendrick



Benediction



The Blessing (11:00)

“A Wish for You”
by George M. Stone

Sanctuary Choir
and Congregation



When you dream, when you dream
may you dream a heavn’ly dream
of a star and a wish bringing
happiness and peace.
When you laugh, when you laugh
may the whole world laugh with you.
When you’re sad, when you’re sad
may the sun come shining through.



When you sing, when you sing
may the angels appear.
When you pray, when you pray
make it simple and clear.
When you love, when you love,
love all creatures great and small,
but most of all, but most of all,
bot most of all love your God.



Postlude

George Stone (8:30)
Becky Barclay (11:00)


