
Centenary

United Methodist 

Church
May 22, 2022

6th Sunday of Easter



Opening Prayer



Opening Voluntary

George Stone
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Bidding Lesson

Acts 16:9-15

Bettie Jones (8:30)

Rachael Armistead (11:00)



9 During the night Paul had a vision: 
there stood a man of Macedonia pleading 
with him and saying, ‘Come over to 
Macedonia and help us.’



10 When Paul had seen the vision, we 
immediately tried to cross over to 
Macedonia, being convinced that God 
had called us to proclaim the good news 
to them.



11 We set sail from Troas and took a 
straight course to Samothrace, the 
following day to Neapolis, 



12 and from there to Philippi, which is a 
leading city of the district of Macedonia 
and a Roman colony. We remained in this 
city for some days. 



13 On the sabbath day we went outside 
the gate by the river, where we supposed 
there was a place of prayer; and we sat 
down and spoke to the women who had 
gathered there. 



14 A certain woman named Lydia, a 
worshipper of God, was listening to us; 
she was from the city of Thyatira and a 
dealer in purple cloth. 



The Lord opened her heart to listen 
eagerly to what was said by Paul. 



15 When she and her household were 
baptized, she urged us, saying, ‘If you 
have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, 
come and stay at my home.’ And she 
prevailed upon us.



READER: The word of God for the 
people of God.

PEOPLE: Thanks be to God!



Welcome

Service of  Word and Prayer

May 22, 2022
8:30 and 11:00 a.m.



Call to Worship

based on 

Psalm 67 (JWCII)



Leader:

O God, in you we are blessed with 
kindness.  Please be happy and show us 
your smile.



People:

Let all the nations see how you favor 
your people.  May they also follow you 
and become recipients of your blessing.



Leader:

Let all creation sing your praises, O Lord.



People:

May the nations celebrate with joyful 
songs.  Have them to exult your name 
for you are fair and you offer guidance 
to anyone who 
will receive it.



Leader:

O God, you have blessed us with the 
promise of an abundant harvest. 



People:

Continue to bless the nations so all the 
world may come to acknowledge and 
worship you as the fount of every 
blessing.



Hymn # 723
“Shall We Gather at the River”

(verses 1, 3 and 4) 



Shall we gather at the river,
where bright angel feet have trod,
with its crystal tide forever
flowing by the throne of God?
Yes, we’ll gather at the river,
the beautiful, the beautiful river;
gather with the saints at the river
that flows by the throne of God.



Ere we reach the shining river,
lay we every burden down;
grace our spirits will deliver,
and provide a robe and crown.
Yes, we’ll gather at the river,
the beautiful, the beautiful river;
gather with the saints at the river
that flows by the throne of God.



Soon we’ll reach the shining river,
soon our pilgrimage will cease;
soon our happy hearts will quiver
with the melody of peace.
Yes, we’ll gather at the river,
the beautiful, the beautiful river;
gather with the saints at the river
that flows by the throne of God.



Gospel Lesson

John 14:23-29



23 When Judas (not Iscariot) asked Jesus, 
“Lord, how is it that you will reveal 
yourself to us, and not to the world?”, 
Jesus answered him, 



“Those who love me will keep my word, 
and my Father will love them, and we will 
come to them and make our home with 
them. 



24 Whoever does not love me does not 
keep my words; and the word that you 
hear is not mine, but is from the Father 
who sent me.



25 “I have said these things to you while I 
am still with you. 



26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, 
will teach you everything, and remind you 
of all that I have said to you. 



27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give 
to you. I do not give to you as the world 
gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled, 
and do not let them be afraid. 



28 You heard me say to you, ‘I am going 
away, and I am coming to you.’ If you 
loved me, you would rejoice that I am 
going to the Father, because the Father is 
greater than I. 



29 And now I have told you this before it 
occurs, so that when it does occur, you 
may believe.”



READER: The gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ!

PEOPLE: Thanks be to thee O 
Christ!



Anthem (11:00)

“ Be Strong in the Lord”
Johnson/Fettke

Sanctuary Choir



Sermon

Rev. John W. Cole II



Prayer of the People



The Lord’s Prayer



The Peace



Hymn # 380 
“There’s Within My Heart 

a Melody”
(verses 1, 3 and 5)



There’s within my heart a melody
Jesus whispers sweet and low:
Fear not, I am with thee, peace, be still,
in all of life’s ebb and flow.



Jesus, Jesus, Jesus,
sweetest name I know,
fills my every longing,
keeps me singing as I go.



Though sometimes he leads through
waters deep,

trials fall across the way,
though sometimes the path seems rough

and steep,
see his footprints all the way.



Jesus, Jesus, Jesus,
sweetest name I know,
fills my every longing,
keeps me singing as I go.



Soon he’s coming back to welcome me
far beyond the starry sky;
I shall wing my flight to worlds unknown;
I shall reign with him on high.



Jesus, Jesus, Jesus,
sweetest name I know,
fills my every longing,
keeps me singing as I go.



As Forgiven and reconciled people, let us 
now bring our offerings before the Lord; 
remembering all the gifts we have given 
to the Lord since we last met for worship.

(cont’d next slide)

Leader:

The Offering



Bring forth your gifts of prayer, praise, 
presence, service and witness.  Bring forth 
the gifts that we have collected in the 
basket/plate on our way in to church 
today, the gifts we received through the 
mail during the week and online; 

(cont’d next slide)

Leader:



remembering the words in Psalm 50:14,  
“Now offer to God a sacrifice of 
thanksgiving, and make good your vows 
to the Most High.”

Leader:



Offertory

George Stone (8:30)
Becky Barclay (11:00)
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Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings 
flow; praise him, all creatures here 
below; praise him above, ye heavenly 
host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen.



Prayers of 
Thanksgiving



Statement of Faith
Based on

Revelation 21 and 22



Leader:

In the Book of Revelation, John of 
Patmos, envisioned the new heaven and 
the new earth. 

(cont’d next slide) 



Leader (cont’d):

In this vision, the first creation had 
passed away; the sea was no more.  He 
saw the holy city, Jerusalem

(cont’d next slide) 



Leader (cont’d):

descending out of heaven from God, as a 
bride prettied up for her groom on their 
wedding night.



People:

John sees the faithful people of God of 
every generation standing together 
with peoples from

(cont’d next slide)



People (cont’d):

every race and nation witnessing the 
commencement of the new covenant.



Leader:

A loud voice from God’s throne can be 
heard speaking these words: “See the 
home of God is among mortals.  

(cont’d next slide) 



Leader (cont’d):

He will dwell with them; they will be his 
peoples, and God himself will be among 
them.”



People:

God wipes every tear from our eyes.  
Death will be no more!  Never again 
will we mourn, cry, or feel pain. 



Leader:

God’s awesome voice will be heard 
saying, “See, I am making all things new.” 
And, then Jesus will declare:



People:

“I am the Alpha and the Omega, the 
beginning and the end.”



Leader:

There is no sun or moon in the New 
Jerusalem.  God’s glory lights up 
everything, Christ is the light.



People:

In the new Jerusalem, we make our 
home.  Our foreheads are sealed with 
the Name of God.



All:

There we will serve and worship God 
forever!  Amen!



Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen.  Amen.



Announcements



Postlude

George Stone (8:30)
Becky Barclay (11:00)
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The Blessing

“A Wish for You”
by George Stone

(8:30 a.m. service)



When you dream, when you dream
may you dream a heavn’ly dream
of a star and a wish bringing
happiness and peace.
When you laugh, when you laugh
may the whole world laugh with you.
When you’re sad, when you’re sad
may the sun come shining through.



When you sing, when you sing
may the angels appear.
When you pray, when you pray
make it simple and clear.
When you love, when you love,
love all creatures great and small,
but most of all, but most of all,
but most of all love your God.



The Blessing

“Song of Faith”
by George Stone

(11:00 a.m. service)

Sanctuary Choir and Congregation



Dwell within our hearts,
Holy Spirit divine.
Shower us with love; make us
worthy to be Thine.
Keep us on the path that
you’ve chosen each day.
Show us the way.  Let not us stray.
Shine forth the light of your Spirit we pray.



Dwell within our hearts,
Holy Spirit divine.
Shower us with love; make us
worthy to be Thine.
Keep us on the path that
you’ve chosen each day.
Show us the way.  Let not us stray.
Shine forth the light of your Spirit we pray.



Benediction



May the road rise to meet you, may the 
wind be always at your back, may the 
sun shine warm upon your face, may the 
rains fall soft upon your fields, and until 
we meet again, may God hold you in the 
palm of his hand.  Amen.


