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June/July 2022 

James Lee Trey Williams III 

Graduated from Virginia Military       
Institute on May 16,2022 with a major 
in Psychology.  Upon graduation, he 

will be commissioned into the U.S. Air 
Force. 

Grandson of James L. Williams 

Olivia Adair Williams 

Graduating in June 2022 from          
Rockbridge County High School,        

Lexington, VA.  She will be attending 
James Madison University in the Fall. 

Granddaughter of James L. Williams 

Lauren Grace Edmondson 

Graduating from Western Branch 
High School on June 15, 2022.  She 

will be attending East Carolina    
University in the Fall. 

Daughter of Frankie & Kathi  
Edmondson 

Evan Williams 

Graduating from Mechanicsville High 
School in June 2022.  He plans to  

attend James Madison University in 
the Fall. 

Grandson of Don & Mary Ellen Jones 

Margaret Anne (Maggie) Moyer 

Graduating from Western Branch 
High School in June 2022.  She will 
be attending Tidewater Community 

College in the Fall. 

Daughter of Anne & Randy Moyer 

Peyton Ann Hodge 

Graduating in June 2022 from    
Hickory High School.  She will be  

attending Ohio University in Athens, 
OH in the Fall. 

Daughter of Keith & Stephanie Hodge 

Granddaughter of Ann Huff 
Great Niece of Carol Quinn 

Niece of Melissa Huff 
Cousin of Erin Huff 

Wayne Angelo Huff 

Graduating in June from Churchland 
High School.  He will be starting an         

apprenticeship at Newport News       
Shipyard. 

Son of Chris & Shiloh Huff 
Grandson of Ann Huff 

Great Nephew of Carol Quinn 
Nephew of Melissa Huff 

Brother of Erin Huff 

Ryan Mumford 

Graduating from Smithfield High 
School with honors on June 10, 2022.  

He will be attending Longwood     
College in the Fall and plans a future 

in the FBI. 

Grandson of Lee & Rachel Armistead 

Kittrell Eberwine IV 

Graduated from Flagler College,     
St. Augustine, FL on May 9, 2022. 

Grandson of George & Joan       
Eberwine 

                           (cont’d next page) 



 

 

Solomon Barber 

Graduating on June 1, 2022 
from Rockwall High School.  

He will be attending the  
University of North Texas 

(UNT) in the Fall.  

Nephew of Malessa & John 
Cole II 

Cousin of Hannah Wagner 
& John Cole III 

Timothy William Johnke 

Graduating in June 2022 
from Deep Creek High 

School Science and Medicine 
Academy.  He will be attend-
ing Virginia Tech in the Fall. 

Son of Katherine & James 
Johnke 

Grandson of Janet Lilley 

Alex Hetzler 

Graduating from Grosse 
Pointe North High School, 
Grosse Pointe, MI.  He will 
be attending the University 

of Michigan in the Fall.   

Son of Laura & John Hetzler 
Grandson of Steve & Sara 

Hetzler 

Kathleen B. Ames 

has a new great grandson! 

Thomas Cayde Vogler 

(8 lbs. 10 oz., 22” long) 

born on March 20, 2022 

Congratulations to Kathleen Ames (great  

grandmother), Pam Vogler (grandmother) and  

to Thomas Cayde’s parents,  

Kevin and Brittany Vogler! 

 On July 16, 2022, Tyler McMermey-Rowe, 
grandson of Mary Curro, will be marrying his fiancé, 
Amber, in Pittsburgh, PA.  The happy couple will 
reside in Coraopolis, PA.   

 Let’s keep this couple in our prayers as they con-
tinue to plan their wedding and begin their lives as 
husband and wife. 

Other Membership News  
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 that we support through computing and training.   

Sixty of you are giving regularly toward our Wycliffe 
ministry. We can't do this without you.  

 Do you remember us telling you about the Yupik 
typesetting project that Phil worked on a couple of 
years ago? He typeset the Cyrillic script version of 
the Yupik New Testament for 
readers in Russia. Scan this 
QR code to see a great video 
(about 7 minutes long) de-
scribing the Yupik community 
and the translated New Testa-
ment.  Towards the end, one 
of the speakers says, "(God) 
made sure the gospel will be 
transferred from generation to 
generation. We were humbled enough to be a little 
part of that." Guess what? Your "simple" contribu-
tions to us are also a part of that Yupik project! 

 Here's what we've been up to since you last heard 
from us. 

Michael, Jennifer, us, Emily and Timothy at a special friend's 
wedding last weekend.  

(We wish John, Kelsey and Eliam could have been with us.) 

 Phil held a proofing party for the "H" New Testa-
ment in January. The printed New Testament has 
been well received by that community. Last month 
Phil traveled to Dallas for technical meetings (first 
work travel in a couple of years). Currently, Phil is 
spending most of his time in software training 
(English and Spanish) and support for translators. 
There is at least one project that is waiting for the 
translators to finish their checks so that Phil can do 
the typesetting.  

                                                     (cont’d on page 4)                  

Dear all, 
 I (Catherine) was looking back on past emails 
we have sent to y’all and saw one from 2004 (when 
we were serving in Guatemala) entitled “Simple” 
Service.  Here’s how it started: 

 A “simple” phone call brightened my day 
last Thursday…no...it was nothing spiritual 
but “simply” a friend calling to tell me that 
root beer was again available at one of our 
local stores. 

 ROOT BEER!!!!!!!YAY!!!!!!!! Needless 
to say, this A&W fan made an excited bee-
line to purchase this rare treat. :) 

 Aren't the "simple" pleasures in life 
just great?!!! Yet so often we tend to look 
down on the "simple" things...and thus may-
be miss big blessings that can happen as a 
result. I was thinking about this again last 
Friday at our sons' school. Phil and I were 
there to attend a dedication ceremony for the 
nearly-completed gymnasium that has been a 
work in progress for the last four or so years. 
What impressed me through all the speeches 
was the emphasis on how all the "simple" 
contributions added up to the building we all 
gathered in that afternoon. Some phrases that 
I heard included:  

 "Praise the Lord for EACH person who 
has prayed and given and helped."  

 "With some very 'simple' projects and very 
'simple' fundraisers the money was raised."   

 "That was just one of many 'simple' steps 
of faith."  

 "All of the people who came down to 
work on 'simple' things." 

 Now, 18 years later, it's still the "simple" part 
that each of you play that makes a huge difference 
in our lives and ministry. We are blessed to have 
you as part of our amazing partnership team. To-
gether, you are at least 500 individuals and families 
who receive these updates and encourage us by 
your love and interest in the Bible translation work 
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 I hope everyone has been enjoying the prayer 
booklet that was sent out.  It’s very important to 
continue to pray for our church and, especially, 
our nation.   

 Our next quarterly area of focus starts in July.  
We will be pledging our presence to our church.  
That might be in person or online.  Summer tends 
to get distracting with lots of activities and vaca-
tion, and we want to pledge our commitment to 
God as part of our summer plans.   

 We will be sending a mailing later this month 
asking you to consider your commitment to your 
presence and to return the card to the church.  John 
15:5 says, “I am the vine, you are the branches.  If 
you remain in Me and I in you, you will bear 
much fruit; apart from Me, you can do nothing.” 

 Thank you, 

 Reba Garris 

 Stewardship Chair 

 The United Women in Faith (formerly UMW) 
will have their Annual Potluck and Recognition 
dinner on June 14 at 6:30 pm in the social hall.  

 The Hope Circle has requested we bring a list 
of all ingredients in our dishes.  Cards will be 
available to write your list on.    

 Please bring your own serving  utensils as we 
will not be able to use anything in the kitchen.  

 Bottled drinks will be furnished.  

 Marta Pizzeck, President of the Elizabeth  
River District, United Women in Faith, will be 
our speaker.  

 Please call Martha Windley at 757-484-1535 
if you have any questions.  Hope to see all of you 
United Women in Faith there.  

  Thanks, 

  Martha Windley 

  President, UWIF 

News from Our Missionaries (cont’d) 

 I continue my work with JAARS' Learning and 
Development Department. It was a joy to again 
have an in-person InterCultural Communications 
Course (ICC) in January/February. (The last few 
before that had been via Zoom.)  I helped with the 
administrative details for the last ICC. For the one 
coming up in July/August I'll return to my co-table 
facilitator role with a new twist. I'll be helping to 
train an intern facilitator as well. 

 We've had several family trips - Phil and I 
traveled to South Carolina a couple of times to vis-
it his mom. And I went to Minnesota for a week 
earlier this month to see my family. 

 As for the rest of the family: 

 Timothy successfully completed his first tri-
mester (of nine) of his Physical Therapy program 
and has started the second trimester. He and his 
fiancé, Emily, continue to make plans for their 
wedding next May. 

 Michael has been traveling with the "Turnpike 
Troubadours," a bluegrass band. For this tour, he 
is mixing the monitors, and, as usual, enjoying the 
work! 

 John and Kelsey are back in North Africa (as 
of February) and are happily adjusting to life/
ministry with nine month old Eliam. We love be-
ing able to see Eliam growing up (even from a dis-
tance). 

 Thank you each for the "simple" part you play 
in the Bible translation movement! We need the 
combined efforts of all the "simple" things you do 
to help support us in the "simple" tasks to which 
God has called us.  WE NEED YOU! 

 "Who dares despise the day of small things?"   

(Zechariah 4:10 NIV) 

  Blessings, 

  Phil and Catherine Leckrone 

Fabric Sale 
 We are planning a Fabric Sale in Hardy Hall on 
Saturday, 8/20/22, 9 am - 2 pm.  Some tables have 
been requested and an additional 10 are currently 
available for rent for $20 each.  The church will 
also be selling leftover fabric and yarns.  Proceeds 
will go help our homeless friends.  Contact      
Marilyn Truesdell for additional information at 
757-397-9859. 
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Dear Centenary Caring Ministry, 

 Thank you for the surprise Easter bucket!  It is so 
pretty and useful too!  It really made my day. 

 Many thanks! 

 Sincerely, 

 Martha Ashenfelder 

Dear Reverend Cole, 

 Thank you so much for the cornhole boards, the seasoned 
firewood, and especially for the use of your two classrooms to 
store the items for the annual school auction.  I do not know what 
we would have done without you! 

 Thank you again for everything.  I am truly grateful. 

Gratefully, 

Marcia Tabet 

Christopher Academy 

Dear Friends in Mission, 

 Thank you!  The dear people you just helped with 
your gift to UMCOR may never have the opportunity to 
meet you, but if they did, I am certain their response 
would be—Thank you! 

 Since 1940, UMCOR has served as the humanitarian 
agency of the United Methodist Church, providing disas-
ter response and relief to areas impacted by natural and 
man-made disasters around the world.  And through your 
financial support, you are serving within a vital network 
of interactive relationships as UMCOR responds to in-
creasingly chaotic storms—sharing 100% of donated 
funds with those in need! 

 Together, may we continue to reveal the love of God 
for men, women, and children of all ethnic, racial, cultur-
al, and national backgrounds and to demonstrate genuine 
love for our neighbors.  

   Grace and Peace, 

 Roland Fernandes 

 General Secretary, UMCOR International 

Disaster Response and Recovery 

Dear Centenary Caring Ministry, 

 It’s easy to be grateful when there are wonderful peo-
ple like you in the world.   

 Thanks so much for the cute Easter basket.  

   Love, 

 Mary Lou Daughety 

Dear All, 

 Thank you for the Easter card.  What a surprised de-
light to receive your cards and packages (Christmas). 

 It has been so wonderful to again see the choir sing 
during “Lessons and Carols” for Advent/Christmas. 

 Blessings to you all, 

 Louise E. Kennedy-Goepel 

Dear Centenary UMC, 

 Thank you for your generous gift of $500 in support 
of GraceInside’s prison chaplaincy ministry.  Since 1920 
GraceInside Chaplains have met the spiritual needs of 
adults in Virginia’s state prisons.  With your help, our 33 
Chaplains bring encouragement, hope, and love into all 42 
Virginia state correctional facilities, reaching nearly 
25,000 incarcerated men and women with the Good News 
of God’s love. 
 GraceInside Chaplains provide religious services, 
studies and programs, as well as pastoral and crisis care.  
Further, they coordinate and manage all faith-based ser-
vices in Virginia’s state correctional facilities.  They work 
closely with Department of Corrections staff and volun-
teers to build rapport with each inmate and to offer them 
the love and compassion of Jesus Christ. 
 With your loving gift, we exceeded our Easter cam-
paign goal of $25,000!  We raised $29,000 and are so 
very, very grateful!  Your contribution helped to provide 
more Chaplain ministry hours, religious programs, and 
teaching materials.  We realize that charitable giving can 
be a real challenge with the economy so uncertain, so we 
want to say a huge, extra special thank you for stepping 
out on faith to help us raise these funds, enabling our 
Chaplains to offer “Grace Inside” to those that our Lord 
called “the least of these.” 

Yours in Christ Jesus, 

 Rev. J. Randy Myers, 

 President, GraceInside 

 Thank you and may God bless you for your faithfulness 
and continued financial support of Centenary UMC’s minis-
try through your tithes and donations.  We are pleased that 
we may continue to be a strong church in our community.   

January 1 through April 30, 2022 
Church Giving Report 

 General Fund Receipts $104,257 
 Less General Fund Expenses $104,742 
 (Operating deficit) ($485) 

 Total Consolidated Receipts $153,053 
 Total Consolidated Expenses $167,365 
 (Net Deficit) ($14,312) 

 As a reminder, if you wish, you 
may support Centenary UMC’s min-
istry by giving your tithes and dona-
tions electronically online by scanning 
the QR code using your cell phone 
camera.  Be sure to bookmark the link 
for future use. 

 Summertime is coming.  Your continued support is ap-
preciated! 



 

 

6 

 Quite a few building 
improvement projects 
have been in the works, 
and an update is provid-
ed below.  Thank you 
for your prayers and 
support as improvements 
continue to be made. 

• Stoop and handicapped ramp replacement, 
north side of the building - Completed in May,    
except for railing. 

• Replacement/repair of exterior lighting - At 
least 9 lights on the building will be replaced by 
new LED vintage type lights.  Five new LED 
landscape lights will be installed; as a result, we 
will not have to have as many landscape lights 
because the LEDs are brighter and spread better. 

• Removal of bee hive - Expecting the bee hive to 
be removed by the end of June. 

• Installation of rocks around the dumpster - 
Completed in May. 

• York air conditioning unit on the south side of 
the church - The unit has been repaired and the 
company is guaranteeing the humidity will be at 
tolerable levels.   

• Surveillance/security - New equipment was in-
stalled in May.  

• Scraping, priming and painting of doorways - 
Completed on May 13, 2022. 

• Walkway for St. Christopher - We are planning 
to install a walkway in the area beyond the 
dumpster to the gate to enter St. Christopher’s 
backyard playground. 

• Replacement/repair of sanctuary windows -  
Completed in April. 

• Painting of classroom across from the youth 
room - Materials have been purchased.  The pro-
ject is on hold because the scupper gets stopped 
up with leaves and leaks into the building when 
it rains.  Once the scupper issue is resolved, 
painting can proceed. 

• Repairs to entrance/exit pavement and parking 
lot - We have entered into a contract with       
Action Paving & Construction to make exten-
sive repairs to these areas.  The cost is $9,225.  
Work will be completed sometime after June 10, 
2022. 

• Automatic door openers -  Door openers have 
been purchased and should be installed in June. 

 Centenary UMC is a giving church!  We pro-
vide funds to many organizations to help spread 
God’s love throughout the world and to help those 
in need. 

 The recent Craft Supply Sale held on May 24th 
was a huge success!  Thank you to all those who 
helped with this event!  We made $1,600, all of 
which will be provided to help the homeless. 

 Centenary United Women in Faith (formerly 
UMW) recently provided $1,000 from their funds 
to UMCOR to support relief efforts in Ukraine.  In 
addition, the church provided a separate check 
from funds designated for Ukraine in the amount of 
$2,520.  

 Thank you so much for your generosity! 

Labor of Love 
 Are you in need of a helping hand, or a friendly 
ear?  Your church family wants to help.  Our new 
ministry “Labor of Love” is ready to assist you 
with household tasks, simple repairs, running er-
rands, technology assistance, meal planning and 
preparation, yard work, transportation, decluttering, 
organizing, or simply visiting and sharing a cup of 
tea. 

 Please call the church office (757-484-5051) to 
schedule a visit soon. 
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Jun 1, 5:45 pm Wednesday Night Dinner 

Jun 7, 7 pm SPRC Meeting, Rm. 103 

Jun 9, 7-9 pm SPOT, Rm. 103 

Jun 11, 8:30 am -
1:30 pm 

Red Cross Blood Drive 
Hardy Hall 

Jun 14, 6:30 pm United Women In Faith Dinner 
Hardy Hall 

Jun 15, 5:45 pm Wednesday Night Dinner 

Jun 16-18 Annual Conference, Hampton, VA 

Jun 19 Fathers’ Day 

Jun 21, 7 pm Church Council/Finance  
Committee Meeting, Rm 103 

Jun 27, 7 pm Portsmouth Community Concert 
Inc. (PCCI), Rm. 103 

Jun 29, 5:45 pm Wednesday Night Dinner 

Jul 5, 7 pm SPRC Meeting, Rm. 103 

Jul 14, 7-9 pm SPOT, Rm. 103 

Jul 19, 7 pm Church Council/Finance 
Committee Meeting, Rm. 103 

Jul 25, 7 pm PCCI, Rm. 103 

Aug 2, 7 pm SPRC Meeting, Rm. 103 

Aug 11, 7-9 pm SPOT, Rm. 103 

Aug 16, 7 pm Church Council/Finance 
Committee Meeting, m. 103 

Aug 20, 9 am - 2 pm Fabric Sale, Hardy Hall 

Aug 22, 7 pm PCCI, Rm. 103 

 Several issues ago, 
we announced the new 
book written by Myrtle 
Thompson—Living in 
Villages, Visiting in 
Palaces with a subtitle, 
“One Thousand Memo-
ries and More.” A new 
shipment is in and 
available by contacting 
Myrtle at mvt-
grt@gmail.com, by at-
tending her Sunday 
School class, or by 

mail, 6228 Oakglen Drive, Suffolk, VA 23435.  
Cost of the book is $10.99.  It is also available on 
Amazon.com and can be obtained in the eBook 
format for less. 

Open Doors Class  - The Open Doors class 
meets in the chapel each Sunday from 9:45 until 
10:45.  Hope to see you there! 

Voyagers and Seekers Class - 
 Come and join the Voyagers/
Seekers’ class in Room 103 from 
9:45 until 10:45 a.m. on Sunday 
mornings.  Or, if you prefer, you 
may join the class on Zoom using 
this link:  https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/85145255727?
pwd+L2hQZjA4TWI1QUx2T3hIVINKOHI5
UT09.  The Meeting ID is 851 4525 5727 and 
Passcode is 732114.  You may also scan the QR 
code using your smart phone scanner or camera.  
The class has begun studying the Gospel of Mark, 
and would love to have you! 

Pastor’s Class - Come meet and greet the pastor 
in his Sunday School class which is meeting on 
Sunday mornings from 10:00 until 10:45 in the 
library. 



 

 

Address Service 

Requested 

 We will continue our Wednesday night dinners 
through June.  The dates are the 1st, 15th, and 
29th, and the time will remain at 5:45 p.m.  We 
will suspend the dinners in July and August and 
return to them in September, hopefully cooking in 
our own kitchen again!  When that time comes, we 
will need volunteers or groups to commit to cook-
ing and serving dinner. 

 These dinners are a great opportunity to spend 
time learning more about the members of Cen-
tenary and to fellowship together with great food.  
Please come out and join us on the remaining June 
Wednesdays.  Reservations can be made by calling 
the church office 757-484-5051, or using the sign 
up sheet in the narthex on Sundays.  We look for-
ward to seeing you! 

 We’ve heard of 
your desire to bring 
back the fun and 
fellowship of a Fall 
Bazaar!  The Bazaar 
Committee is hop-
ing to make that 
happen on Novem-

ber 5th from 9:00 - 2:00, but we can’t do it with-
out everyone’s help.  We are in need of volunteers 
to donate and make items to sell, coordinate the 
various sale spaces and solicit donations, and par-
ticipate in manning the sale tables.  We would like 
to serve breakfast and lunch, have the Book Nook, 
a Christmas Shop, a Craft Shop, a Bake Sale, a 
Handmade Boutique, a Ladies Boutique, a Plant 
and Garden Shop, Grandma’s Attic Rummage 
Sale, and the Jewelry Room.  We’d love to hear 
any other ideas you have for making this a suc-
cessful bazaar.   

 Please call Terry Caviness at 757-636-8208 or 
Kathy Wise at 757-515-8304 to share ideas, to 
create and donate, and most importantly to volun-
teer. 



 

 



 

 


