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4th Sunday After the Epiphany



Opening Prayer



Opening Voluntary

George Stone



Today’s altar flowers 
are provided
in memory of
Al Kendrick

by his loving family.



Bidding Lesson

Micah 6:1-8

Carol Quinn (8:30)
Murray Rudisill (11:00)



1 Hear what the Lord says:  Rise, plead 
your case before the mountains, and let 
the hills hear your voice.



2 Hear, you mountains, the controversy 
of the Lord, and you enduring 
foundations of the earth; for the Lord has 
a controversy with his people, and he will 
contend with Israel.



3 “O my people, what have I done to 
you?  In what have I wearied you? 
Answer me!



4 For I brought you up from the land of 
Egypt, and redeemed you from the house 
of slavery; and I sent before you Moses,     
Aaron, and Miriam.



5 O my people, remember now what 
King Balak of Moab devised, what Balaam 
son of Beor answered him, and what 
happened from Shittim to Gilgal, that you 
may know the saving acts of the Lord.”



6 “With what shall I come before the 
Lord, and bow myself before God on 
high?  Shall I come before him with burnt 
offerings, with calves a year old?



7 Will the Lord be pleased with 
thousands of rams, with tens of 
thousands of rivers of oil?  Shall I give my 
firstborn for my transgression, the fruit of 
my body for the sin of my soul?”



8 He has told you, O mortal, what is 
good; and what does the Lord require of 
you but to do justice, and to love 
kindness, and to walk humbly with your 
God?



READER: The word of God for the 
people of God.

PEOPLE: Thanks be to God!



Welcome

Service of  Word and Prayer

January 29, 2023
8:30 and 11:00 a.m.



Call to Worship

based on 

Psalm 15 (JWCII)

Stand as you are able.



Leader:

Who may abide with the Lord?



People:

Those who walk blamelessly and speak 
the truth from their hearts.



Leader:

Who may abide with the Lord?



People:

Those who do no evil or offend their 
neighbors.



Leader:

Who may abide with the Lord?



People:

Those who stand by their oath even to 
their hurt.



All:

May we lead honorable lives before 
the Lord!   Amen.



Hymn #308

“Thine Be the Glory”

(all 3 verses)



Thine be the glory, 
risen conquering Son;
endless is the victory 
thou o’er death hast won.
Angels in bright raiment 
rolled the stone away,
kept the folded grave-clothes 
where thy body lay.



Thine be the glory, 
risen conquering Son;
endless is the victory 
thou o’er death hast won.



Lo! Jesus meets thee,
risen from the tomb;
lovingly he greets thee,
scatters fear and gloom.
Let the church with gladness
hymns of triumph sing,
for our Lord now liveth;
death hath lost it’s sting.



Thine be the glory, 
risen conquering Son;
endless is the victory 
thou o’er death hast won.



No more we doubt thee,
glorious Prince of life!
Life is naught without thee;
aid us in our strife.
Make us more than conquerors,
through thy deathless love;
bring us safe through Jordan
to thy home above.



Thine be the glory, 
risen conquering Son;
endless is the victory 
thou o’er death hast won.



Gospel Lesson

Matthew 5:1-12



1 When Jesus saw the crowds, he went 

up the mountain; and after he sat down, 

his disciples came to him. 



2 Then he began to speak, and taught 

them, saying:



3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for 

theirs is the kingdom of heaven.



4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for 

they will be comforted.



5 “Blessed are the meek, for they will 

inherit the earth.



6 “Blessed are those who hunger and 

thirst for righteousness, for they will be 

filled.



7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they will 

receive mercy.



8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they 

will see God.



9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they 

will be called children of God.



10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted 

for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the 

kingdom of heaven.



11 “Blessed are you when people revile 

you and persecute you and utter all kinds 

of evil against you falsely on my account.



12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is 

great in heaven, for in the same way they 

persecuted the prophets who were 

before you.”



READER: The gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ!

PEOPLE: Thanks be to thee O 
Christ!



Anthem (11:00)

“Be Thou My Vision”
arr. Alice Parker

Sanctuary Choir



Sermon

Rev. John W. Cole II



Prayer of the People



The Lord’s Prayer



The Peace



Hymn #560
“Help Us Accept Each Other”

(all 4 verses)

Stand as you are able.



Help us accept each other
as Christ accepted us;
teach us as sister, brother,
each person to embrace.
Be present, Lord, among us,
and bring us to believe
we are ourselves accepted
and meant to love and live.



Teach us, O Lord, your lessons,
as in our daily life
we struggle to be human
and search for hope and faith.
Teach us to care for people,
for all, not just for some,
to love them as we find them,
or as they may become.



Let your acceptance change us,
so that we may be moved
in living situations
to do the truth in love;
to practice your acceptance,
until we know by heart
the table of forgiveness
and laughter’s healing art.



Lord, for today’s encounters
with all who are in need,
who hunger for acceptance,
for righteousness and bread,
we need new eyes for seeing,
new hands for holding on;
renew us with your Spirit;
Lord, free us, make us one!



As Forgiven and reconciled people, let us 

now bring our offerings before the Lord; 

remembering all the gifts we have given to 

the Lord since we last offered them in 

worship. (cont’d next slide) 

Leader:
The Offering



Bring forth your gifts of prayer, praise, 

presence, service and witness.  Bring forth 

the gifts that we have collected in the plate 

on our way into church today, the gifts we 

received through the mail during the week 

and online;          (cont’d next slide)        

Leader:



remembering the words recorded in 

Ephesians 5:2, “Walk in love, as Christ loved 

us and gave himself for us, an offering and 

sacrifice to God.”

Leader:



Offertory

George Stone (8:30)
Becky Barclay (11:00)



Today’s altar flowers 
are provided
in memory of
Al Kendrick

by his loving family.



Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings 
flow; praise him, all creatures here 
below; praise him above, ye heavenly 
host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen.



Prayers of 
Thanksgiving



Statement of Faith
Based on

1 Corinthians 1:18-31



Leader:

To Gentiles the cross of Christ appears 

foolish, and to the Jews, who seek a 

strong leader like David, the cross 

represents weakness.  What does the 

cross represent to believers?



People:

The cross represents the power of God!



Leader:

Human wisdom and discernment teaches 

worldly knowledge, but we preach Christ 

crucified.  Crucifixion inspires fear and 

loathing.  Why does God choose to use 

what seems foolish to the world to 

confound the wise? 



People:

Because the foolishness of God is wiser 
than human wisdom and the weakness 
of God is stronger than human strength!



Leader:

Why does God choose the lowly and 

despised things of the world to draw us to 

Himself?



People:

God desires humble hearts ready to 
obey His truths which provide 
confidence, not in human abilities, but 
in His power and in relationship with 
Him.



Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen.  Amen.



Announcements



Postlude

George Stone (8:30)
Becky Barclay (11:00)



Today’s altar flowers 
are provided
in memory of
Al Kendrick

by his loving family.



The Blessing

“May the Lord Bless You”
(both services)

Words by June Leckrone

Stand as you are able.



May the Lord bless you till we meet again
and peace be with you till we meet again.
May God be with you—guard, guide and

keep you.
May the Lord bless you till we meet

again.



Benediction



God be in your head, and in your 

understanding.  God be in your eyes, and 

in your looking.  God be in your mouth, 

and in your speaking.  God be in your 

heart, and in your thinking.  God be at 

your end, and at your departing.



Go forth in peace.
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