
Centenary

United Methodist 

Church
February 12, 2023

2nd Sunday Before Lent



Opening Prayer



Opening Voluntary

George Stone



Today’s altar flowers 
are provided by 
Lavern Harrell

in loving memory of
her husband, Kevin Harrell 

and sister, Phyllis Morrisette



Bidding Lesson

Deuteronomy 30:15-20

Frankie Edmondson (8:30)
Matthew Connell (11:00)



15 See, I have set before you today life 
and prosperity, death and adversity. 



16 If you obey the commandments of 
the Lord your God that I am commanding 
you today, by loving the Lord your God, 
walking in his ways, and observing his 
commandments, decrees, and 
ordinances, 



then you shall live and become 
numerous, and the Lord your God will 
bless you in the land that you are 
entering to possess. 



17 But if your heart turns away and you 
do not hear, but are led astray to bow 
down to other gods and serve them, 



18 I declare to you today that you shall 
perish; you shall not live long in the land 
that you are crossing the Jordan to enter 
and possess. 



19 I call heaven and earth to witness 
against you today that I have set before 
you life and death, blessings and curses. 
Choose life so that you and your 
descendants may live, 



20 loving the Lord your God, obeying 
him, and holding fast to him; for that 
means life to you and length of days, so 
that you may live in the land that the 
Lord swore to give to your ancestors, to 
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob.



READER: The word of God for the 
people of God.

PEOPLE: Thanks be to God!



Welcome

Service of  Word and Prayer

February 12, 2023
8:30 and 11:00 a.m.



Call to Worship

based on 

Psalm 119 (JWCII)

Stand as you are able.



Leader:

O Lord, without your word in my life, I am 

like a car at night without headlights.



People:

O Lord, I promise to live life your way 
and travel your road.



Leader:

When we follow you, O Lord, it 

sometimes leads to suffering, but we will 

trust in your word and wait on our 

reward.



People:

As we offer praise, make us obedient 
and engaged pilgrims in your ways.



Leader:

But be aware! The wicked have set traps 

for you.



All:

We will always keep your laws in our 
heart and be anchored in the joy of 
your eternal home.



Hymn #568

“Christ for the World We Sing”

(all verses)



Christ for the world we sing,
the world to Christ we bring,
with loving zeal;
the poor, and them that mourn,
the faint and overborne,
sin-sick and sorrow-worn,
whom Christ doth heal.



Christ for the world we sing,
the world to Christ we bring,
with fervent prayer;
the wayward and the lost,
by restless passions tossed,
redeemed at countless cost,
from dark despair.



Christ for the world we sing,
the world to Christ we bring,
with one accord;
with us the work to share,
with us reproach to dare,
with us the cross to bear,
for Christ our Lord.



Christ for the world we sing,
the world to Christ we bring,
with joyful song;
the newborn souls, whose days,
reclaimed from error’s ways,
inspired with hope and praise,
to Christ belong.



Gospel Lesson

Matthew 5:21-37



21 “You have heard that it was said to 

those of ancient times, ‘You shall not 

murder’; and ‘whoever murders shall be 

liable to judgement.’



22 But I say to you that if you are angry 

with a brother or sister, you will be liable 

to judgement; and if you insult a brother 

or sister, you will be liable to the council; 

and if you say, ‘You fool’, you will be liable 

to the hell of fire. 



23 So when you are offering your gift at 

the altar, if you remember that your 

brother or sister has something against 

you, 



24 leave your gift there before the altar 

and go; first be reconciled to your brother 

or sister, and then come and offer your 

gift. 



25 Come to terms quickly with your 

accuser while you are on the way to court 

with him, or your accuser may hand you 

over to the judge, and the judge to the 

guard, and you will be thrown into prison. 



26 Truly I tell you, you will never get out 

until you have paid the last penny.



27 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You 

shall not commit adultery.’



28 But I say to you that everyone who 

looks at a woman with lust has already 

committed adultery with her in his heart.



29 If your right eye causes you to sin, tear 

it out and throw it away; it is better for 

you to lose one of your members than for 

your whole body to be thrown into hell.



30 And if your right hand causes you to 

sin, cut it off and throw it away; it is 

better for you to lose one of your 

members than for your whole body to go 

into hell.



31 “It was also said, ‘Whoever divorces 

his wife, let him give her a certificate of 

divorce.’



32 But I say to you that anyone who 

divorces his wife, except on the ground of 

unchastity, causes her to commit 

adultery; and whoever marries a divorced 

woman commits adultery.



33 “Again, you have heard that it was said 

to those of ancient times, ‘You shall not 

swear falsely, but carry out the vows you 

have made to the Lord.’



34 But I say to you, Do not swear at all, 

either by heaven, for it is the throne of 

God, 



35 or by the earth, for it is his footstool, 

or by Jerusalem, for it is the city of the 

great King.



36 And do not swear by your head, for 

you cannot make one hair white or black.



37 Let your word be ‘Yes, Yes’ or ‘No, No’; 

anything more than this comes from the 

evil one.”



READER: The gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ!

PEOPLE: Thanks be to thee O 
Christ!



Anthem (11:00)

“The Gift of Love”
arr. Hal Hopson

Sanctuary Choir



Sermon

Rev. John W. Cole II



Prayer of the People



The Lord’s Prayer



The Peace



Hymn #601
“Thy Word Is a Lamp”

(both verses)

Stand as you are able.



Thy word is a lamp unto my feet
and a light unto my path.
When I feel afraid, 
think I’ve lost my way,
still you’re there right beside me,
and nothing will I fear 
as long as you are near.
Please be near me to the end.



Thy word is a lamp unto my feet
and a light unto my path.
Now I will not forget 
your love for me and yet
my heart forever is wandering.
Jesus, be my guide
and hold me to your side,
and I will love you to the end.



Thy word is a lamp unto my feet
and a light unto my path.



As Forgiven and reconciled people, let us 

now bring our offerings before the Lord; 

remembering all the gifts we have given to 

the Lord since we last offered them in 

worship. (cont’d next slide) 

Leader:
The Offering



Bring forth your gifts of prayer, praise, 

presence, service and witness.  Bring forth 

the gifts that we have collected in the plate 

on our way into church today, the gifts we 

received through the mail during the week 

and online;          (cont’d next slide)        

Leader:



remembering the words recorded in Matthew 

5:23-24, “If you are offering your gift at the 

altar, and there remember that your brother 

has something against you, leave your gift 

there before the altar and go; first be 

reconciled to your brother, and then come 

and offer your gift.”

Leader:



Offertory

George Stone (8:30)
Becky Barclay (11:00)



Today’s altar flowers 
are provided by 
Lavern Harrell

in loving memory of
her husband, Kevin Harrell 

and sister, Phyllis Morrisette



Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings 
flow; praise him, all creatures here 
below; praise him above, ye heavenly 
host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen.



Prayers of 
Thanksgiving



Statement of Faith
Based on

1 Corinthians 3:1-9



Leader:

God desires you to grow from being 

babes in Christ focused on worldly 

concerns to be spiritually mature. How do 

people mature spiritually?



People:

Guided by those who lead, spiritual 
maturity requires dying to self, walking 
in the Spirit, trusting in Biblical wisdom, 
and saluting the Gospel. 



Leader:

When a church encounters conflict, how 

does spiritual maturity inform individual 

congregants?



People:

Mature followers faithfully seek 
solutions that are congruent with God’s 
word. 



Leader:

How do mature Christians support new 

babes in Christ?



People:

By modeling grace, unity and stability in 
all circumstances.



Leader:

Our God is awesome!



People:

Praise the Lord!



Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen.  Amen.



Announcements



Postlude

George Stone (8:30)
Becky Barclay (11:00)



Today’s altar flowers 
are provided by 
Lavern Harrell

in loving memory of
her husband, Kevin Harrell 

and sister, Phyllis Morrisette



The Blessing

“May the Lord Bless You”
(both services)

Words by June Leckrone

Stand as you are able.



May the Lord bless you till we meet again
and peace be with you till we meet again.
May God be with you—guard, guide and

keep you.
May the Lord bless you till we meet

again.



Benediction



May the God of hope fill you with all joy 

and peace in believing, so that you may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy 

Spirit.  Amen.



Go forth in peace.
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