
Centenary

United Methodist 

Church
February 5, 2023

3rd Sunday Before Lent



Opening Prayer



Opening Voluntary

George Stone (8:30)
Becky Barclay (11:00)



Today’s altar flowers 
are provided by John Cole

in honor of Mitzi’s birthday 
and John’s grandmother, 
Rachel Moden’s birthday 

(both on Feb 8th)



Bidding Lesson

Isaiah 58:1-12

Kathi Edmondson (8:30)
John Cole III (11:00)



1 Shout out, do not hold back!  Lift up 
your voice like a trumpet!  Announce to 
my people their rebellion, to the house of 
Jacob their sins.



2 Yet day after day they seek me and 
delight to know my ways, as if they were 
a nation that practised righteousness     
and did not forsake the ordinance of their 
God; they ask of me righteous 
judgements, they delight to draw near to 
God.



3 “Why do we fast, but you do not see?      
Why humble ourselves, but you do not 
notice?”  Look, you serve your own 
interest on your fast day, and oppress all 
your workers.



4 Look, you fast only to quarrel and to 
fight and to strike with a wicked fist.  
Such fasting as you do today will not 
make your voice heard on high.



5 Is such the fast that I choose, a day to 
humble oneself?  Is it to bow down the 
head like a bulrush, and to lie in sackcloth 
and ashes?  Will you call this a fast, a day 
acceptable to the Lord?



6 Is not this the fast that I choose:  to 
loose the bonds of injustice, to undo the 
thongs of the yoke, to let the oppressed 
go free, and to break every yoke?



7 Is it not to share your bread with the 
hungry, and bring the homeless poor into 
your house; when you see the naked, to 
cover them, and not to hide yourself from 
your own kin?



8 Then your light shall break forth like 
the dawn, and your healing shall spring 
up quickly; your vindicator shall go before 
you, the glory of the Lord shall be your 
rearguard.



9 Then you shall call, and the Lord will 
answer; you shall cry for help, and he will 
say, Here I am.  If you remove the yoke 
from among you, the pointing of the 
finger, the speaking of evil,



10 if you offer your food to the hungry     
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted, 
then your light shall rise in the darkness     
and your gloom be like the noonday.



11 The Lord will guide you continually,     
and satisfy your needs in parched places,     
and make your bones strong; and you 
shall be like a watered garden, like a 
spring of water, whose waters never fail.



12 Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;     
you shall raise up the foundations of 
many generations; you shall be called the 
repairer of the breach, the restorer of 
streets to live in.



READER: The word of God for the 
people of God.

PEOPLE: Thanks be to God!



Welcome

Service of  Word and Prayer

February 5, 2023
8:30 and 11:00 a.m.



Call to Worship

based on 

Psalm 112 (JWCII)

Stand as you are able.



Leader:

Happy are those who revere the Lord. 



People:

Blessed are those who keep God’s 
commands; theirs is the gift of wisdom 
and glad hearts.  They are justified in the 
Lord!



Leader:

Happy are people who are right with the 

Lord. 



People:

Blessed are those who find strength in 
the Lord; they are never afraid of evil 
tidings.  They are gracious, merciful, 
and conduct their affairs justly. 



Leader:

Miserable are the wicked who are easily 

provoked and market in resentfulness.



People:

Cursed are those who exploit others; 
God always triumphs over the foes of 
His righteous ones.



Leader:

Miserable are those who market in 

falsehoods and half truths.



People:

Cursed are those with deceitful hearts; 
God knows their intentions. 



All:

With happy hearts, we delight in our 
righteous God, we give Him glory, 
honor and praise!  Amen. 



Hymn #569

“We’ve a Story to Tell to the 
Nations”

(verses 1, 3 and 4)



We’ve a story to tell to the nations,
that shall turn their hearts to the right,
a story of truth and mercy,
a story of peace and light, 
a story of peace and light.  



For the darkness shall turn to dawning,
and the dawning to noon-day bright;
and Christ’s great kingdom shall come on

earth,
the kingdom of love and light.



We’ve a message to give to the nations,
that the Lord who reigneth above
hath sent us his Son to save us,
and show us that God is love,
and show us that God is love.



For the darkness shall turn to dawning,
and the dawning to noon-day bright;
and Christ’s great kingdom shall come on

earth,
the kingdom of love and light.



We’ve a Savior to show to the nations,
who the path of sorrow hath trod,
that all of the world’s great peoples
might come to the truth of God,
might come to the truth of God.



For the darkness shall turn to dawning,
and the dawning to noon-day bright;
and Christ’s great kingdom shall come on

earth,
the kingdom of love and light.



Gospel Lesson

Matthew 5:13-20



13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if 

salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness 

be restored?  It is no longer good for 

anything, but is thrown out and trampled 

under foot.



14 “You are the light of the world.  A city 

built on a hill cannot be hidden. 



15 No one after lighting a lamp puts it 

under the bushel basket, but on the 

lampstand, and it gives light to all in the 

house. 



16 In the same way, let your light shine 

before others, so that they may see your 

good works and give glory to your Father 

in heaven.



17 “Do not think that I have come to 

abolish the law or the prophets; I have 

come not to abolish but to fulfill. 



18 For truly I tell you, until heaven and 

earth pass away, not one letter, not one 

stroke of a letter, will pass from the law 

until all is accomplished. 



19 Therefore, whoever breaks one of the 

least of these commandments, and 

teaches others to do the same, will be 

called least in the kingdom of heaven; but 

whoever does them and teaches them 

will be called great in the kingdom of 

heaven. 



20 For I tell you, unless your 

righteousness exceeds that of the scribes 

and Pharisees, you will never enter the 

kingdom of heaven.”



READER: The gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ!

PEOPLE: Thanks be to thee O 
Christ!



Anthem (11:00)

“They’ll Know We Are Christians”
Peter Scholtes
arr. L. Larson

Sanctuary Choir



Sermon

Rev. John W. Cole II



Prayer of the People



The Lord’s Prayer



The Peace



Hymn #464
“I Will Trust in the Lord”

(all 4 verses)

Stand as you are able.



I will trust in the Lord, 
I will trust in the Lord,
I will trust in the Lord, till I die;
I will trust in the Lord, 
I will trust in the Lord,
I will trust in the Lord, till I die.



Sister, will you trust in the Lord, 
Sister, will you trust in the Lord,
Sister, will you trust in the Lord till you die;
Sister, will you trust in the Lord, 
Sister, will you trust in the Lord,
Sister, will you trust in the Lord till you die.



Brother, will you trust in the Lord, 
Brother, will you trust in the Lord,
Brother, will you trust in the Lord till you

die;
Brother, will you trust in the Lord, 
Brother, will you trust in the Lord,
Brother, will you trust in the Lord till you

die.



Preacher, will you trust in the Lord, 
Preacher, will you trust in the Lord,
Preacher, will you trust in the Lord till you

die;
Preacher, will you trust in the Lord, 
Preacher, will you trust in the Lord,
Preacher, will you trust in the Lord till you

die.



As Forgiven and reconciled people, let us 

now bring our offerings before the Lord; 

remembering all the gifts we have given to 

the Lord since we last offered them in 

worship. (cont’d next slide) 

Leader:
The Offering



Bring forth your gifts of prayer, praise, 

presence, service and witness.  Bring forth 

the gifts that we have collected in the plate 

on our way into church today, the gifts we 

received through the mail during the week 

and online;          (cont’d next slide)        

Leader:



remembering the words recorded in Psalm 

96:8, “Ascribe to the Lord the honor due his 

Name; bring offerings and come into his 

courts.”

Leader:



Offertory

George Stone



Today’s altar flowers 
are provided by John Cole

in honor of Mitzi’s birthday 
and John’s grandmother, 
Rachel Moden’s birthday 

(both on Feb 8th)



Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings 
flow; praise him, all creatures here 
below; praise him above, ye heavenly 
host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen.



Prayers of 
Thanksgiving



Statement of Faith
Based on

1 Corinthians 2:1-16; 
Psalm 119:105; Galatians 2:20; 

Matthew 6:10 



Leader:

No one is born wise.  How do believers 

grow into Godly wisdom?



People:

Believers become wise by studying 
God’s word and applying it to their lives.



Leader:

God’s wisdom informs the believer and 

edifies the community of faith. How does 

Godly wisdom inform your faith? 



People:

The Holy Spirit reveals the mind of God 
and generously shares God’s will and 
purposes with the faithful.



Leader:

When the faithful discern God’s purposes, 

what is he asking them to do.



People:

God invites believers to be partners in 
ministry with him.



Leader:

How is it that we can be God’s mission 

partner?



People:

By dying to self and obeying the Spirit, 
God’s purposes will be done.  Amen.



Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen.  Amen.



Announcements



Postlude

George Stone (8:30)
Becky Barclay (11:00)



Today’s altar flowers 
are provided by John Cole

in honor of Mitzi’s birthday 
and John’s grandmother, 
Rachel Moden’s birthday 

(both on Feb 8th)



The Blessing

“May the Lord Bless You”
(both services)

Words by June Leckrone

Stand as you are able.



May the Lord bless you till we meet again
and peace be with you till we meet again.
May God be with you—guard, guide and

keep you.
May the Lord bless you till we meet

again.



Benediction



May the road rise to meet you, may the 

wind be always at your back, may the sun 

shine warm upon your face, may the rains 

fall soft upon your fields, and until we 

meet again, may God hold you in the palm 

of his hand.  Amen.



Go forth in peace.
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