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 John Cole, a servant of God 
and of our Lord Jesus Christ, to 
the charge conference of Cen-
tenary United Methodist Church 
and the district superintendent of 
the Coastal Virginia District.  A 
year has passed since our last 
charge conference. As usual, I 
wondered if there was anything 
significant to report to this year’s 
charge conference.  Upon further 
review, there is plenty to report, 
blessings and challenges, too.   

 If 2021 was a momentous 
year for your parsonage family, 
2022 has provided blessing upon 
blessing.  The Cole family has 
news to share. 

 Son Johnny continues to free-
lance as a Production Assistant 
for commercials and instruction-
al videos.  This past year his 
work has taken him to many dif-
ferent cities and filming loca-
tions, mostly in North Carolina.  
What the future holds for him in 
this industry, only time will tell, 
but he occasionally reports ad-
vancements in his work. 

 Our daughter Hannah and son
-in-law Jack currently reside on 
Lovers Lane in Visalia, CA 
where Jack is an enlisted sailor 
and Hannah a 3rd grade teacher 
at St. Rose-McCarthy Catholic 
School.  News broke in August 
that Hannah (and Jack) are ex-
pecting!  Now in her 20th week, 
Hannah’s baby sonagrams are 
starting to come in, showing that 
little human being in graphic 
detail!  When she is not suffering 
morning sickness, Hannah is 

excited at the prospect of bring-
ing a new life into the world.  
Being so far away, Mitzi and I 
feel a little absent, but Hannah is 
a good shipmate and, God will-
ing, Hannah will deliver her first 
child, our first grandbaby, by the 
end of March.  In the meantime, 
we will share time with Hannah 
and Jack this Christmas.  

 Over the past couple of years 
Mitzi has pursued a career 
change from music education to 
ministry as a chaplain.  In Sep-
tember 2019 she completed a 
residency in Clinical Pastoral 
Education (CPE) at Maryview 
Medical Center.  Then she land-
ed a job with Williamsburg 
UMC as their Visitation Minis-
ter.  At the same time, she 
worked as an on-call chaplain at 
Maryview (nights) and as the 
Director of Handbells at Monu-
mental UMC.  For a time, Mitzi 
was a candidate for ordination as 
a deacon in the United Methodist 
Church.  Having previously 
earned a master’s degree in reli-
gious education and having com-
pleted additional United Method-
ist seminary work, Mitzi was in 
good position to move quickly 
through the ordination process.   

 Ordination is one of the main 
qualifications in securing a ca-
reer-oriented chaplain position in 
the institutions that employ chap-
lains as staff members.  It soon 
became evident that the long 
United Methodist ordination pro-
cess was an impediment to Mitzi 
in securing more regular chap-
laincy work, and no amount of 
explaining the United Methodist 
ordination process to potential 
employers seemed to satisfy this 
prerequisite.  Had she waited on 
the United Methodist system 
(with its many contradictions), 
Mitzi would not be ordained for 
at least 4 1/2 more years.  This 
long process may be adequate for 

younger ministry candidates 
serving the local church while 
biding their time, but for 50-
something career changers it is 
clearly too long and cumbersome 
to be practical.  With a sincere 
call to chaplaincy, having apti-
tude and competence for the 
work, Mitzi began to seek other 
credentialing (ordination) options.  
She was invited to pursue ordina-
tion at River Bend Community 
Church in Suffolk.  After about a 
six-month process, she was or-
dained and secured the creden-
tialing that is required for more 
regular and professional chap-
laincy work.  (Mom always said, 
“There is more than one way to 
skin a cat.”) 

 Ordination made all the dif-
ference.  Last summer Mitzi ap-
plied for a staff position at 
CHKD and, with the prerequisite 
of ordination  satisfied, she was 
granted an interview.  Mitzi was 
offered the job and is currently 
the only staff-chaplain not hired 
from within the CHKD system.  
After learning she was selected 
as the next CHKD chaplain, 
Mitzi resigned her positions at 
Williamsburg UMC, Maryview 
Medical Center, and Monumen-
tal UMC.  Her current CHKD 
schedule does not permit her to 
continue in any of these posi-
tions.  Excited to begin this new 
chapter, she also grieved as she 
severed ties with people whom 
she held in high regard.    

 Over the years, Mitzi has 
served our denomination and 
local church well. She has em-
braced the role of pastor’s wife 
without complaint; she has 
shared her gift of music in the 
local church and at annual con-
ference, and she has ably served 
in both paid and volunteer lead-
ership positions.   

 I suppose, going forward, 
Mitzi will be a better clergy 
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member of Riverbend Com-
munity Church than she 
would have ever been as a 
deacon of the UMC.  Mitzi’s 
theological disposition is way 
too ecumenical for the mem-
bers of the District Board of 
Ordained Ministry to tolerate 
or attempt to understand.  The 
process is clearly too long, 
especially for 50-something 
career changing applicants 
seeking extension ministry 
outside the local church set-
ting.  For Mitzi, the long night 
of the United Methodist ordi-
nation process is over!  At 
this charge conference, we 
will not include Mitzi’s 
“Declaration for Renewal of 
Candidacy for Ordained Min-
istry” form, and she will be 
discontinued as a candidate 
for ordained ministry in the 
United Methodist Church.  
However, the next time you 
see Mitzi, greeting her as 
“Reverend” is appropriate. 

 This year I added a new 
friend to my phone contacts.  
For me there is nothing more 
exciting and rewarding than 
meeting new colleagues and 
developing new friendships.  
During the height of the pan-
demic, we went from fresh 
bread and communion cup to 
prepackaged and, might I say, 
sterile communion elements.  
We were not the only ones.  
From time to time when oth-
ers fell short on supply, they 
called us to see if we had 
enough to share.  It reminded 
me, when I was a kid and 
mom did not have a certain 
ingredient for baking, she 
“called a friend” to bail her 
out.  At any rate, on a couple 
occasions, St. Andrews UMC 
in Portsmouth called to ask 
the favor.  Because we have 
the best church staff (both 
paid and volunteer) in the 
world, we were always well-
supplied and able to come to 
the rescue of our fellow Unit-
ed Methodists.  On one such 
occasion the pastor at St. An-
drews, The Rev. Dr. James 
Bower, called and said, 
“Pastor, we are short again, 
do you have enough to 
spare?”  We did, and since we 

were delighted to help, we 
shared!  James said, “Pastor, 
you all have been good to us. 
Can we have lunch some-
time?”  Thus began a new 
friendship. The initial lunch 
meeting turned into a few 
more and it was exciting to 
have a partner in ministry; 
together we share in family 
concerns, denominational 
issues and all manner of theo-
logical topics.  I praise God 
for the many significant and 
meaningful relationships He 
has brokered through the 
years, truly amazing!  

 This year we published a 
new in-house, non-pictorial 
church directory.  Since we 
had not published a directory 
in some time, the task of up-
dating our contact lists was 
complicated.  After several 
drafts we felt confident to 
publish. (We anticipate fur-
ther updates as contact infor-
mation is fluid and ever-
changing and to correct any 
errors.) As a result of our re-
search, we also learned of 
changes in membership status 
for several people on our 
church rolls.  This year’s 
charge conference “Pastor’s 
Statistical Report” includes 
many changes, and I com-
mend it to you for more detail. 

 Additionally, we are list-
ing 134 members on the “We 
Can’t Find Them” list at this 
year’s charge conference.  
That’s right! We have 134 
members for whom we have 
no contact information.  Go-
ing forward, we plan to pub-
lish the “We Can’t Find 
Them” list in our church 
newsletter, hoping the congre-
gation will help us locate 
these lost sheep.  If we cannot 
locate many of these mem-
bers, more changes are pend-
ing.  We hope that some of 
these lost sheep will be re-
turned to the fold and, if this 
happens, we will be happy to 
accommodate them with cur-
rent church information and 
maintain them on the profess-
ing membership roll. 

 I think there are some in 
conference and denomination-
al leadership who are preoc-
cupied with denominational 
growth and/or contraction. 

Local churches used to audit 
the membership regularly as it 
had an impact on apportioned 
liability.  There was a mone-
tary incentive to maintain 
accurate membership rolls as 
the local church was given an 
additional assessment accord-
ing to congregational size.  
But, as a result, the denomina-
tion was experiencing some 
contraction.  To head this 
trend off and to free the local 
church to focus on other more 
productive ministry efforts, 
the part of apportionment 
equation that was based on 
church membership size was 
eliminated.  The upside has 
been that we have experi-
enced less denominational 
contraction and occasionally 
we pick up enough new mem-
bers to count it as growth.  
The downside is many con-
gregations, including Cen-
tenary, have not been incen-
tivized to purge membership 
rolls in some time.   

 As for me, and I hope for 
all of us, I place a higher val-
ue on accurate membership 
rolls, church participation and 
worship attendance than on 
numbers.  Who cares if a 
church has 5,000 on the roll if 
only 100 participate in the life 
of the congregation?  If our 
congregation loses 134 mem-
bers to Membership Secretary 
audits but we increase bot-
toms in the seats, I will take 
the heat in exchange for more 
disciples actively pursuing the 
kingdom. 

 Having said this, let’s be 
honest, we continue to strug-
gle with membership develop-
ment.  Before the pandemic 
our church was simply replac-
ing lost members.  For as 
many as had died or changed 
their membership status, we 
were able to replace them 
with new members.  Since the 
pandemic, our church attend-
ance and participation are 
down.  We continue to experi-
ence normal attrition, but we 
have not been able to replen-
ish (let alone) grow our num-
bers.   

 But, recently we have seen 
some hopeful signs that 
growth and new members are 
on the way.  In my mind’s eye 

I see a burned out forest in the 
springtime with new signs of 
life and small green saplings 
pushing through the charred 
ground.  In the time ahead, let 
us pray for new growth to 
spring forth through the ash 
heap of this recent health cri-
sis episode.  And, let us place 
more importance on weekly 
participation and worship 
attendance than on numerical 
abstractions. 

 As in years past, our con-
gregation continues in many 
ministry efforts.  We have 
been cautious as we reclaim 
our in-person meetings, din-
ners, receptions, other minis-
try efforts and worship.  This 
year we returned to hosting 
the Wednesday night fellow-
ship dinners.  First, we served 
prepared food.  Once we deep 
cleaned it, we began food 
preparation in our church 
kitchen.  Since September our 
Wednesday night fellowship 
dinner has included a special 
presentation or other activity.  
Bingo is a crowd pleaser! 

 We continue to have sig-
nificant and vital worship.  
Our technology team has 
grown our ability to reach 
more people through live 
streaming.  The quality of our 
worship production is very 
good and continues to im-
prove as our team grows in 
their knowledge and skill sets.  
What they have done since we 
first began virtual worship in 
the spring of 2020 is nothing 
short of amazing.  We owe a 
debt of gratitude to our tech-
nology team for their willing-
ness to serve and their ability 
to grow and expand our digi-
tal footprint.     

 To support local (hands-
on) ministry efforts, we have 
hosted our annual Used Craft 
Supply Sale and our annual 
Church Mission Bazaar.  To 
help fund our United Women 
in Faith unit, we hosted the 
Sales Galore and More Sale.  
The firewood ministry has 
helped to fund the Pastor’s 
Discretionary Fund and the 
Wycliffe Bible Translators 
through our United Methodist 
Men unit.  Under its inspired 
and illustrative leadership, our 
golf committee pulled off 
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Open Doors Class - The Open Doors Sunday School Class 
meets each Sunday in the Chapel at 9:45 am.  This is a class 
for adults of all ages.  We look forward to seeing you! 
  Marsha Duncan 

  Teacher 

Voyagers and Seekers Class - 
Come and join the Voyagers/Seekers’ 
class in Room 103 from 9:45 until 
10:45 a.m. on Sunday mornings.  Or, if 
you prefer, you may join the class on 
Zoom using this link:  https://
us02web.zoom.us/j/85145255727?
pwd+L2hQZjA4TWI1QUx2T3hIVINKOHI5UT09.  The 
Meeting ID is 851 4525 5727 and Passcode is 732114.  You 
may also scan the QR code using your smart phone scanner or 
camera.  The class has been studying the Gospel of Mark and 
will begin studying the book of Acts soon.  We’d love to have 
you join us!  

Pastor’s Class - Come meet and greet the pastor in his Sun-
day School class which is meeting on Sunday mornings from 
10:00 until 10:45 in the library. 

Children’s Class - Children’s Sunday School returned on 
July 17, 2022.  The class meets in Room 105 (across from the 
church office) at 9:45 am each Sunday.  Jim Layton and Deb 
Bunn are the teachers of this class which is for children of all 
ages.  We look forward to having lots of children join in the 
class. 

another successful tourna-
ment in October. Over the 
past 8 years, our golf tourna-
ment has raised approximate-
ly $96,000 toward church 
property improvements.  
What Centenary has always 
done well, we continue to do 
well.  I suspect that, as time 
passes, we will develop and 
perfect additional church 
ministry traditions.   

 This year, we restructured 
our Stewardship program. 
For every quarter of the year, 
we have had a different stew-
ardship focus based on our 
membership vows of Prayer, 
Presence, Gifts and Service.  
The first quarter focus was 
Gifts, followed by Prayer, 
then by Presence and finally 
by Service.  Just as our mem-
bers pledge their annual gifts 
to the church, so we have 
asked members to pledge 
their support to each of the 
other ministry areas.  Alt-
hough we enjoyed mixed 
results in this effort, we hope 
to repeat our program next 
year with a few tweaks. Our 
main goal is that everyone 

Pastor’s Note (cont’d) 

 The Friendship Circle will 
have its Christmas meeting at 
the home of Pam Peddy on 
December 8th at 1:00 pm.   

 On December 14th, the 
Friendship Circle will be 
cooking baked chicken in 
mushroom soup, rice, green 

beans, cranberry sauce, rolls and assorted desserts for the 
Wednesday Night Dinner.   

 On January 12th, the circle will meet at 12 noon for a 
potluck lunch and then assemble kits for the homeless.  

 For additional information about the Friendship Circle or 
upcoming events, please contact Karen Smith 757-399-1873.  

 “Love lifts us up, love makes 
us one,” was one of the many 
topics discussed at this year’s first 
Centenary Book Club.  Our book 
was Moment of Lift by Melinda 
Gates, and our discussion leader 

was Barb Green, Centenary’s new United Women in Faith 
President. 

 Our next meeting is January 20, 2023, at 10 am, and our 
discussion leader is Karen Diddle.  The book is Women Rise 
Up by Katey Zeh.  In this book Katey Zeh “invites us to take 
a closer look at women’s stories in the sacred texts who are 
often left out of sermons and Bible studies.” 

3/17/2023 - Tattoos on the Heart:  The Power of Boundless 
Compassion by Gregory Boyle  

5/19/2023 - One Dress. One Year. by Bethany Winz and 
Susana Aughtman  

6/16/2023 - They Call Me Guero by David Bowles 

 For questions about the Book Club, contact Sara 
Rudisill at (757) 484-4095. 

 Trees in the church yard have 
been limbed.  Seasoned firewood 
is now available for purchase.  
Please call the church office at 
(757) 484-5051 to schedule a pick 
up or delivery. 

Seasoned Firewood Available 

understands that the vows we 
made at the time we joined 
the membership are all vital 
in fulfilling our stewardship 
commitment to the church.  
Next year’s program will 
commence soon, so please be 
on the lookout for your 2023 
church pledge card. 

 In the seasons ahead, 
does Centenary have chal-
lenges? Yes! Is Centenary 
blessed in a special way? 
Yes!  In the paragraphs 
above I have shared some 
ministry highlights of the 
past year.  What lies ahead, 
only God knows, but if we 
continue to seek ye first the 
Kingdom of God and His 
righteousness, our future will 
be well provided for.  There 
is ministry and rumors of 
ministry ahead.  Will you 
walk with me as we discover 
God’s continued work at 
Centenary?  Together we 
will grow a stronger church 
as we face the challenges of 
this post-pandemic brave 
new world.      

                 John W. Cole II                                                                                      
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Nancy Strickland and Family 

on the death of her husband, 

Bill Strickland 

October 31, 2022 

Karen, Christopher, Justin and  
Gerald Moen 

on the death of 

Bob Moen 

October 11, 2022 

The Family of June Leckrone 

on her death 

November 5, 2022 

Dr. Kevin Cooper and Family 

on the death of his mother, 

Dorothy Cooper 

October 27, 2022 

 Our church may be small in number, but we do 
some pretty mighty things!  Our 4th quarter emphasis 
for stewardship is “service”.  We serve a Mighty God 
and He has blessed us with members who serve in 
mighty ways.  

 We've held many successful events throughout the 
year. Our annual Golf Tournament, the Mission Ba-
zaar, and Trunk or Treat were part of our outreach min-
istry.  It took many volunteers and hours of work to 
bring these events to fruition. But it's not just the big 
events that allow us to serve God and our community.   

 The Caring Ministry serves in less public ways, but 
it carries out an important gift of service to those who 
are sick and homebound.  They also minister to those 
who are grieving, with meals and receptions.  We have 
members who help the homeless, hungry, and various 
community services, providing monetary support as 
well as much needed goods. The Wednesday Night 
Dinners with programs can serve our members, but 
also our community if we invite them to join us. 

 I know I haven't mentioned every way we serve, but 
wanted to highlight our members' serving hearts and 
say thank YOU!  When we all work together to serve, 
great things are accomplished. 
 Our next focus will be on our "gifts".  Our annual 
mailing of pledge cards will be on its way to you soon. 
Please bless your church with monetary support for 
2023 remembering how God has blessed you.  I appre-
ciate your support of the 2022 stewardship journey we 
have traveled this year and look forward to the exciting 
things we can do together in 2023.   

   Thank you, 

  Reba Garris 

  Stewardship Chair 

Sunya Merrill has a new great-granddaughter! 

Raynn Ellis Owens 
born on November 29, 2022 

Congratulations to great-grandma Sunya; 

parents, Jordan & Casey Owens; 

and all the family! 



 

 

Dear Friends and Family, 
 The last months have brought 
some big changes in our lives. On 
November 5th, my (Phil’s) mom’s 
heart drummed its last beat She died 
at 92 with me and my siblings with 
her in Summerville, SC. My older 
sister, Susan, had been living with 
Mom for the previous month while 
she was on hospice. And my younger 
sister, Joy, had been providing lots of 
daily care prior to that. Mom is great-
ly missed. 

 2023 will bring other big changes 
to our family with two more daugh-
ters-in-law.  

• Michael is engaged to Jennifer       
LaBianca. They plan to get mar-
ried next December when John 
and Kelsey are home from North 
Africa. Michael is continuing to 
work with the music industry and 
Jennifer is a nurse. 

• Timothy and Emily Russell are 

moving forward with their wed-
ding plans for May. Timothy is 
just about to finish his third se-
mester of Physical Therapy school 
and Emily has about 5 more 
months of nursing school. 

 Of course our grandson Eliam 
continues to change daily. I think he 
actually tried to say “Abuelo” and 
“Abuela” yesterday. We are always 
so thankful for the ability to see John, 
Kelsey and Eliam via Whatsapp. At 
15 months, Eliam loves yogurt, but 
his favorite food is dates. 

 Catherine continues to serve in a 
variety of ways. 

• Learning and Development De-
partment: There is always training 
going on and Catherine often has 
some part in helping with those 
events. For the Intercultural Com-
munications Course (ICC) she 
usually serves as a small group co-
facilitator - guiding the attendees 
in their discussions and prepara-
tions for service. For other events 
she often does “Back of the 
Room” - which means she handles 
lots of the logistics before, during 
and after the event.  

• Bible Studies: Catherine is contin-
uing to lead a Bible study that has 
been virtual ever since the begin-
ning of Covid. This has been a 
great blessing for women who are 
in several different U.S. states. 

 I continue to serve in most of the 
same areas that I’ve been involved in 
since we went to Guatemala 27 years 
ago.  

• Typesetting: Southern Carrier Cat-
echism (Canada), Central Carrier 

Catechism (Canada), Cuiba Old 
Testament portions and New Tes-
tament (Colombia), various books 
of the Best News Ever series and 
assisting with other projects. 

• Training: Gerson Cal and I com-
pleted the first six weeks of Pub-
lishing Assistant training 
(virtually) for the team in Mexico 
and we will finish in January/
February. I also meet weekly with 
a group of Spanish speaking com-
puter technicians to help them be 
better able to serve the needs of 
the translation teams in the Ameri-
cas. 

• Music: I’m working with the Jaars 
middle school youth worship 
team. It has been fun to lead them 
in singing each week. And I occa-
sionally play with the worship 
team at church. 

• Sunday School: Darien Ruth and I 
teach the 5th and 6th grade boy’s 
Sunday school at our church. 

 In our last newsletter we had men-
tioned our van’s transmission prob-
lem. We are grateful to those who 
helped financially and through pray-
er. The van is running well - and 
we’ve put on lots of miles over the 
past few months traveling to see 
Mom in South Carolina, up to Virginia 
for her funeral and to Edenton, NC 
for our nephew Jeff’s wedding to  
Samantha. 

 During this Thanksgiving season 
and in the midst of some changes, it 
is comforting to remember that 
“every good and perfect gift is from 
above, coming down from the Father 
of the heavenly lights, who does not 
change like shifting shad-
ows.” (James 1:17) and that “Jesus 
Christ is the same yesterday and to-
day and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8)        
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 Thank you and may God bless you for your faithful-
ness and continued financial support of Centenary UMC’s 
ministry through your tithes and donations.  We are 
pleased that we may continue to be a strong church in our 
community.   

October 2022 
Church Giving Report 

 General Fund Receipts $19,545 
 Less General Fund Expenses $46,053 
 (Operating deficit) ($26,508) 

 Total Consolidated Receipts $26,125 
 Total Consolidated Expenses $47,692 
 (Net Deficit) ($21,567) 

 As a reminder, if you wish, you may 
support Centenary UMC’s ministry by 
giving your tithes and donations elec-
tronically online by scanning the QR 
code using your cell phone camera.  Be 
sure to bookmark the link for future use.  
Your continued support is appreciated! 

How can you pray for us? 
• Grieving the loss of Mom. 

• Wisdom for us to set priorities for what is best and 
not just what needs to get done.  

• For Timothy & Emily and Michael & Jennifer as 
they prepare for marriage. 

• Grace for John and Kelsey as they serve in North 
Africa and are far from family during this holiday 
season. 

• I will be traveling to Peru in March for two differ-
ent meetings. The second meeting will be a face-to
-face gathering of computer technicians to learn 
and fellowship. Pray for wisdom in planning those 
sessions. 

• Preparations for ICC coming up in January. 

 What changes are you experiencing and how can 
we pray for you? 

 Blessings, 

 Phil and Catherine Leckrone 

 Serving with 

 Wycliffe Bible Translators 

Mailing Address: 

Phil and Catherine Leckrone 

7915 JAARS Rd 

Waxhaw, NC 28173-9165  

Home: (704)843-3302 

Office: (704)843-6064 

Phil Cell: (704)213-2604 

Catherine Cell: (704)213-2651  

E-mail: phil_leckrone@wycliffe.org  

 ***************************** 
Wycliffe accepts tax-deductible contributions by mail 
or at Wycliffe.org. If by mail, please include a sepa-
rate note indicating, “Preference for the Wycliffe 
ministry of Phil and Catherine Leckrone, Account 
#302874” and send to:  

Wycliffe Bible Translators 

PO Box 628200 

Orlando, FL 32862-8200  

To give online you can go to:  Wycliffe.org 

News from the Wycliffe Bible Translators (cont’d) 
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Communion Schedule 

for the Remainder of 2022 

and 2023 

2022 

 December 24 Christmas Eve 

2023 

 January 8 Baptism of the Lord 

 February 26 1st Sunday in Lent 

 April 2 Palm Sunday 

 April 6 Holy Thursday 

 April 9 Easter 

 May 14 Mother’s Day 

 May 28 Pentecost Sunday 

 June 18 Father’s Day 

 July 2 1st Sunday of July 

 August 6 1st Sunday of August 

 September 3 1st Sunday of September 

 October 1 World Communion Sunday 

 November 5 All Saints Sunday 

 December 3 1st Sunday of Advent 

 December 24 Christmas Eve 
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Dec 8, 1 pm Friendship Circle,  
Home of Pam Peddy 

Dec 8, 7-9 pm SPOT, Rm. 103 

Dec 10, 5-10 pm Western Branch Choir using  
Hardy Hall 

Dec 13, 4:30 - 6 pm Christopher Academy using  
Rm. 103 (Board Meeting) 

Dec 14, 11 am Prayer Meeting, Library 

Dec 14, 9:30 am Christopher Academy using Hardy 
Hall - Angel Band Rehearsal 

Dec 14, 5:45 pm Wednesday Night Dinner, with 
program at 6:30 pm 

Dec 15, morning  
through noon 

Christopher Academy using Hardy 
Hall - Angel Band 

Dec 15-16 Christopher Academy using  
Rm. 103 (Gingerbread Houses) 

Dec 20, 10 am Christopher Academy using Hardy 
Hall - Music Program 

Dec 20, 7 pm Church Council/Finance  
Committee Meeting, Rm. 103 

Dec 21, 11 am Prayer Meeting, Library 

Dec 21 No Wednesday Night Dinner 

Dec 24, 5:30 pm Christmas Eve Communion  
Service 

Dec 23 - Dec 26 Church office closed 

Dec 25, 10:30 am 
(one service only) 

Christmas Worship Service 

Dec 28 No Wednesday Night Dinner 

Dec 28 - Jan 2, 2023 Church office closed 

Jan 3, 7 pm SPRC Meeting 

Jan 4, 11 am Prayer Meeting, Library 

Jan 4, 5:45 pm Wednesday Night Dinner, with 
program at 6:30 pm 

Jan 7, 8:30 am - 2 pm Blood Drive, Hardy Hall 

Jan 10, 7 pm Finance Committee Mtg, Rm. 103 

Jan 11, 11 am Prayer Meeting, Library 

Jan 11, 5:45 pm Wednesday Night Dinner, with 
program at 6:30 pm 

Jan 12, 1 pm Friendship Circle, Rm. 103 

Jan 12, 7-9 pm SPOT, Rm. 103 

Jan 14 - 17 Martin Luther King Day, office 
closed 

Jan 17, 7 pm Church Council Meeting, Rm. 103 

Jan 18, 11 am Prayer Meeting, Library 

Jan 18, 5:45 pm Wednesday Night Dinner, with 
program at 6:30 pm 

Jan 20, 10 am Book Club, Rm. 103 

Jan 23, 7 pm Portsmouth Community Concert 
Inc. (PCCI) Meeting, Rm. 103 

Jan 25, 11 am Prayer Meeting, Library 

Jan 25, 5:45 pm Wednesday Night Dinner, with 
program at 6:30 pm 

Feb 1, 11 am Prayer Meeting, Library 

Feb 1, 5:45 pm Wednesday Night Dinner, with 
program at 6:30 pm 

Feb 7, 7 pm SPRC Meeting, Rm. 103 

Feb 8, 11 am Prayer Meeting, Library 

Feb 8, 5:45 pm Wednesday Night Dinner, with 
program at 6:30 pm 

End of the Year Giving Policy 

 All end of the year financial gifts must be received by    
Sunday, December 25, 2022, or postmarked by Saturday,     
December 31, 2022.  Any financial gifts given or post-
marked  after December 31st will be credited to the 2023 
tax year. 
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Dinner: 5:45 pm. $10 per person, $25 per family 
Program: 6:30 pm at no cost 

• Dec 7th- Dinner will be Prime Rib, Creamed Pota-
toes, Veggie, Dessert and Drink. We will be having 
a cookie exchange before the program.  It's a great 
way to get a variety of treats without having to bake 
them all yourself!  Make however many dozen cook-
ies you would like to bring and take home the same 
amount from the varieties available.  The Program 
will be Rev. Jeanne Forrest who will present, 
"Handling Grief Through the Holidays”.  She asks 
that attendees bring a photo of a remembered loved 
one to include in the "service of sharing" at the end. 

• Dec 14th- Dinner will be Baked Chicken in Mush-
room Soup, Rice, Green Beans, Roll, Dessert and 
Drink.  Please wear your favorite Christmas Shirt/
Sweater for our contest!  The Program will be a mu-
sical concert by the Monumental Church Bell Choir. 

There will be NO Dinner on Dec 21st or Dec 28th.  We 
will resume on Wednesday, January 4th!  

  Reba Garris 
  Stewardship Chair 

 Thank you for your prayers and support as church build-
ing improvements continue to be made.   

• Replacement/repair of exterior lighting - Currently in 
process.. 

• Repair of exterior finish from bee hive removal damage - 
Repair has been completed and the wood around the 
stained glass window has been scraped and repainted. 

• Steeple - A new floor was completed in October. 

• Walkway for St. Christopher - We are planning to install 
a walkway in the area beyond the dumpster to the gate to 
enter St. Christopher’s backyard playground in the future. 

• Painting of classroom across from the youth room - Cur-
rently pending exterior repair. 

• Automatic door openers -  Expected to be installed short-
ly. 

• Front tower room door - The door will be repaired so that 
it closes properly.   

• Kitchen cleaning - Completed.  Kitchen is now being 
used as needed. 

• Security changes—Key lock will be added to the elevator 
to secure the upstairs entry from the downstairs (cost esti-
mate is $500).  All doors at the stairs leading upstairs will 
be secured with new hardware. 

• Adjustment of handrail in church center stairway - Expect 
completion soon.  Contractor has been sick. 

• Repair of scupper and downspout on north corner of the 
building adjacent to the enclosed playground - Expect 
completion soon. 

• Leaks in the parsonage and several areas in the church - 
All leaks have been repaired until the next one happens. 

• Fallen tree - Tree has been removed.   

• Protective covering for stained glass window on the right 
side of the church - To be installed. 

• New north side stoop - Repair will be done to correct an 
issue with water gathering on the surface which  creates a 
slipping hazard.   

• Porch at tower room entrance - Mortar will be inserted in 
the spaces between the bricks to prevent water getting 
between the bricks and causing them to crack. 

 Jim Layton 

 Property Chair 

 Our 8th Annual Golf Tourna-
ment was held on October 7th after 
being postponed for a week due to 
the remnants of Hurricane Ian.   The 
weather for our rescheduled event 
was beautiful resulting in a wonder-
ful day of good golf, lots of fun, and 
great fellowship.  I would like to 
thank everyone associated with this 
year’s tournament whether it was 

serving on the committee, playing, volunteering, offer-
ing prayer, or providing a financial contribution.   It 
takes a collaborative effort from our entire Church fam-
ily to make this outing successful. 

 Our net proceeds from our event were $13,300 
which were designated to pay for the painting of the 
Sanctuary windows which was accomplished earlier 
this year.  We look forward to our next tournament on 
October 6, 2023. 
  Sincerely,
  Randy Caviness
  Golf Committee Chair 

Virginia Conference to Welcome 
New Bishop in January 2023 

 

 Bishop Sue Haupert-Johnson was assigned to the 
Virginia Conference at the 2022 Southeastern Jurisdic-
tional Conference (SEJ) on 11/4/22 at Lake Junaluska, 
NC.  She was elected to the episcopacy at the 2016 SEJ 
and has been serving over the North Georgia Confer-
ence.  She will begin on Jan 1st. 

        Bishop Sharma D. Lewis, our current bishop, was 
assigned to the Mississippi Conference at the 2022 

Projects Around the Church 
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Dear Pastor John, 

 In no way does “thank you” express our appreciation 
for the beautiful cornhole boards you made for                 
H-E-A-R-T’s (Hope Exists After Rape Trauma) 20th   
Annual Golf Tournament.  Thank you for investing in the 
lives of victims of sexual assault.  Your gift makes a dif-
ference!  Your gift changes lives!  Again, thank you! 

  From our hearts, 

 Rob and Debbie 

Dear Centenary Church, 

 Thank you all so much for the wonderful meal you all 
prepared for us, especially the care taken for our dietary 
needs.  That was so kind and thoughtful.  Bob loved his 
Centenary family, especially the Choir.  He loved singing. 

 Thank you all for being a big part of his life. 

Karen Moen 

Dear Caring Ministry, 

 Thank you for the Halloween bag of decorations and 
goodies you sent.  I enjoyed the visit from Barbara Ann so 
much. 

 Also Beverly came November 12th with a barbeque 
dinner!  It was delicious and made 2 meals for me.  It was 
also great to have a visit from Beverly.  

 You are all so thoughtful and I appreciate all you do 
to brighten my day. 

Love, 

 Mary Lou Rose 

Dear Friends, 

 Thank you for supporting our ministry and the work 
of chaplains here and around the world.  Men, women and 
children are hearing the Good News of Jesus Christ today 
because of YOU! 

   God Bless, 

Jon Evans, President 

 Good News Jail & Prison Ministry 

 What fun, what fellowship, what a wonderful time it 
was!!! Thank you to all the people who contributed their 
time and talents to make the CUMC Mission Bazaar such 
a success. It’s amazing what can take place when we all 
join hands and work together for good. We made over 
$8,500 in just 5 hours which will be a boon to our local 
charities and mission projects. We intend to fund 
P.A.R.C, the H.E.R Shelter, Oasis, Portsmouth Volun-
teers for the Homeless, The Wesley Center, and food 
baskets for Churchland Elementary families in November 
and December.  

 Once again, thank you so much. Get ready for 2023 
bazaar. We’ll be calling. 

 If you would like to sign 
up to provide altar flowers in 
2023, the Altar Flower Calen-
dar is located in the hall, 
across from the church office.  
You may write in your name 
on the date(s) desired, call the 
church office at (757) 484-
5051, or send an email to 

centenaryumc@verizon.net.  Tributes for flowers in memory 
and honor of loved ones will be included on worship slides 
and in the bulletin.  The cost of the flowers is $25.   

 Great thanks to Pastor John, Frances and their helpers 
for updating the church membership roll.  The “roll call” 
is a remembrance of the past and a reminder to recipients 
that CUMC has been a vital part of this church communi-
ty.  Now after COVID, and even possibly before, we 
haven’t seen some of you for awhile.  We know there are 
reasons—some are unable to attend and some have moved 
away—but we feel honored that you still think of this 
church as your church, and we want to stay in contact. 

 These are very uncertain times, “promoting” concern 
and fears of many kinds.  We want you to know we now 
have a weekly prayer time on Wednesday from 11:00-
12:00.  Feel free to come and join us or send in your pray-
er requests to the church, c/o Wednesday Prayer  Meeting. 

 Also, we are asking everyone who will participate to 
join us by taking one page of this membership book a day 
(or week) and pray for each name on the list to be blessed 
and strengthened, and to grow in their faith as they read 
their Bibles.  We would be so happy to have the older, the 
younger, and the children worshipping with us, preparing 
us for whatever the future holds.  The God who created 
the world is still in control.  Wishing each of you a joyous 
Christmas! 

  Your Centenary UMC Community 

  of Loving Friends 
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Love Lights, In Loving Memory of 

Joan Rae Williams 

   by Jimmy Williams 

My Mom and Dad and Husband and Family 
Members now with Jesus! 

   by Myrtle Thompson 

Scott and Curtis Hoscheid 

   by Brenda and Richard Winn 
George and Florence Bishop; Mary Jo Bishop 
Hughes 

   by Flo Wolin 
Thomas O. Eaton, Kurt A. Fogier (son), Albert 
G. Pfluger (father) 

   by Judith Eaton 
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Thomas 

   by Wayne and Robin Thomas 
Elizabeth Duke 

   by Lisa Mathews and Ruby Duke 

Tommy Wayne Smith 

   by Karen Smith 
My Parents, Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Vinson, 
Sr.; My Brother, Dr. Thomas W. Vinson, Jr.; 
and My Sister, Lottie Vinson Parker 

   by Ralph M. Vinson 
Iris and Ken Hetzler; Mary and Garfield  
Shafer 

   by Steve and Sara Hetzler 
A. Calvin Avant 

   by His Family 
Adam Spencer; Teresa Spencer 

   by Judy Hartman 

Mr. and Mrs. Mitchell Abrams; Mr. and Mrs. 
James Pilout; Susan Windley Cattenhead;   
Judy Galleta 

   by Jeff and Tracie Abrams 
Bob Rose (Beloved Husband) 

   by Mary Lou Rose 
My Husband, Tom Huff; My Grandson,    
Matthew Huff 

   by Ann Huff 

My Family 

   by Martha Windley 
Diane Hasty 

   by Billy Hasty 
Son, Parker III 

   by Beverly Heafner 
Our Son, Jonathan L. Willey 

   by JoAnne and Bill Willey 
Robert Gordon Thomas 

   by Claudia Thomas 
Al and Marie Kendrick; Lenzia Bunn 

   by Deb Bunn 

Husband, Casper Layne 

   by Margaret, Chelston, Juliet, Peter and  

   Grandchildren 
Mr. and Mrs. E. M. Rudisill; Mr. and Mrs. Paul 
Dickson; Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Walsh, III 

   by Murray and Sara Rudisill 
Clayton and Margaret Garris; Clarence and 
Ruth Rosskopf 

   by Reba and Bruce Garris 

 
Love Lights, In Honor of 

George H. Riggins, Jr. 

   by Jimmy Williams 
All who serve the Lord around the world 

   by Myrtle Thompson 
Grandchildren of Margaret & Mahesh Gupta, 
Kate Hurwitz and Owen Hurwitz 

   by Margaret Gupta 
Ralph M. Vinson 

   by Judith Eaton 
Grandsons - Evan, Reid and Tim 

   by Janet W. Lilley 
Grandsons - Nathan Wright and Ashton 
Wright 

   by Art and Betty Ann Chapman 
My Friend, Judy A. Eaton; My Sister,          
JoAnn Vinson Grimsley; and My Brother,                   
E. Randolph Vinson 

   by Ralph M. Vinson 
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Our Children, Grandchildren and Great-
Grandchildren 

   by George and Joan Eberwine 
Love Lights, In Honor of (continued) 

Our Children and Grandchildren 

   by Reba and Bruce Garris 

Mr. and Mrs. Gary Abrams 

   by Jeff and Tracie Abrams 

My Grandson, Jeremy and Family 

   by Martha Windley 
Kayleigh and Luke 

   by Deb Bunn 
Our Grandchildren 

   by Randy and Terry Caviness 
Our Church Musicians 

   by Leonard and Pam Peddy 
Kevin and Rebekah Hasty; Kimberlee and 
Mike Zimmerman 

   by Billy Hasty 
Our Grandchildren, Preston Crim and         
Eleanor Oremland; Our Daughter, JoBeth 
Oremland and Son-in-Law, Jesse Oremland 

   by JoAnne and Bill Willey 
Husband - Harold; Daughter - Robin and 
Dan; Grandchildren - Megan, Abbey and 
Jacque, Parker; Great-Grandchildren -     
Austin, Baron, Lillie Mae; Anne and Bob   
Weber; Friends -Myrtle Thompson, Jimmie 

   by Beverly Heafner 

Our Grandchildren 

   by Don and Mary Ellen Jones 

 
Poinsettias, In Loving Memory of 

Joan Rae Williams 

   by Jimmy Williams 
Parents of Margaret Gupta, Frank and Doro-
thy Phillips 

   by Margaret Gupta 

Minnie, Rufus, and R. C. Lilley 

   by Janet W. Lilley 
Our Parents, Martha and Eddie Warwick 

   by Janet Lilley and Betty Ann Chapman 
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Thomas 

   by Wayne and Robin Thomas 
Dot Thomas 

   by Tim and Peggy Thomas 
John Clifton Duke, III 

   by Lisa Mathews and Ruby Duke 
Craig William Avant 

   by Joan and George Eberwine 
Parents, Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Weber and 
Mr. and Mrs. Harold Heafner, Sr. 

   by Robert and Anne Heafner Weber 

Peggy Richardson 

   by The Richardson Family 
Bob Rose, Beloved Husband 

   by Mary Lou Rose 
Frank Hopkins 

   by The Hopkins Family 

Bill Strickland 

   by The Strickland Family 
Annie Laurie (mother) and Leon Jackson, Sr. 

   by Leon Jackson 
My Daughter, Susan and My Husband M. C. 
Windley, Jr. 

   by Martha Windley 

Diane Hasty 

   by Billy Hasty 
Nancy Peace 

   by Billy Hasty 
H. Parker, III (son); Mr. and Mrs. Harold 
Heafner, Sr.; Mr. and Mrs. S. E. Jones 

   by Harold and Beverly Heafner 
Robert Gordon Thomas 

   by Claudia Thomas 
Al and Marie Kendrick; Lenzia Bunn 

   by Deb Bunn 
Loved Ones 

   by Leonard and Pam Peddy 
David Spencer 

   by Judy Hartman 
Commander Allen W. Graham, Jr., USN Retired 

   by Jane C. Graham 
Our Parents 

   by Randy and Terry Caviness 

Husband, Casper Layne 

   by Margaret, Chelston, Juliet, Peter, and 

   Grandchildren 
Bob Moen 

   by Bruce and Reba Garris 

Our Parents 

   by Don and Mary Ellen Jones 

 
Poinsettias, In Honor of 

My Children who bless by life so abundantly 

   by Myrtle Thompson 
Sonny Richardson 

   by The Richardson Family 
Centenary UMC 

   by John and Mitzi Cole 
Kayleigh and Luke 

   by Deb Bunn 

 
World Service 

Donation by Karen Smith 

Love Lights and Poinsettias (cont’d) 



 

 

Address Service 

Requested 

 On November 22, 2022, Centenary UMC 
provided 10 Thanksgiving baskets to Churchland 
Elementary School.  Pictured here are Frankie 
Edmondson (our new 2023 Missions/Outreach 
Coordinator), Kathy Wise (Church Bazaar   
Committee), Misty Conkel (Churchland Elemen-
tary School-Parent Liaison), and Terry Caviness 
(Church Bazaar Committee). 


