
Centenary

United Methodist 

Church
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2nd Sunday in Lent



Opening Prayer



Opening Voluntary

George Stone (8:30)
Becky Barclay (11:00)



Today’s altar flowers 
are provided by 
Janet Lilley and

Betty Ann Chapman
in loving memory of

their parents,
Martha and Eddie 

Warwick



Bidding Lesson

Genesis 12:1-4a

Karen Diddle (8:30);

Rachel Armistead (11:00)



1 Now the Lord said to Abram, “Go from 
your country and your kindred and your 
father’s house to the land that I will show 
you. 



2 I will make of you a great nation, and I 
will bless you, and make your name 
great, so that you will be a blessing. 



3 I will bless those who bless you, and 
the one who curses you I will curse; and 
in you all the families of the earth shall be 
blessed.”



4a So Abram went, as the Lord had told 
him; and Lot went with him. 



READER: The word of God for the 
people of God.

PEOPLE: Thanks be to God!



Welcome

Service of  Word and Prayer

March 5, 2023
8:30 and 11:00 a.m.



Call to Worship

based on 

Psalm 121  (JWCII)

Stand as you are able.



Leader:

In times of trouble, hold your head high 

for your help comes from the Lord who 

(by the way) made heaven and earth.



People:

When we face opposition, our Lord 
stands us on solid ground, this is the 
same Lord who (by the way) is Israel’s 
keeper and who is always awake to 
hear our cries for help.



Leader:

The same Lord who is Israel’s keeper 

watches over us, provides for shade in the 

heat of the day and is as important to us 

as our dominate hand. 



People:

The same Lord provides us cover from 
the evil things of this world and is the 
giver of life itself!



All:

In our coming in and going out, O Lord, 
watch over us with your favor, that we 
may negotiate with success the perils 
of this world.



Hymn #159

(all verses)

“Lift High the Cross”



Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
till all the world adore his sacred name.
Come, Christians, follow this triumphant sign.
The hosts of God in unity combine.



Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
till all the world adore his sacred name.
Each newborn servant of the Crucified
bears on the brow the seal of him who died.



Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
till all the world adore his sacred name.
O Lord, once lifted on the glorious tree,
as thou has promised, draw the world to

thee.



Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
till all the world adore his sacred name.
So shall our song of triumph ever be:
Praise to the Crucified for victory!

Lift high the cross, the love of Christ proclaim
till all the world adore his sacred name.



Gospel Lesson

John 3:1-17



1 Now there was a Pharisee named 

Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. 



2 He came to Jesus by night and said to 

him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a 

teacher who has come from God; for no 

one can do these signs that you do apart 

from the presence of God.”



3 Jesus answered him, “Very truly, I tell 

you, no one can see the kingdom of God 

without being born from above.”



4 Nicodemus said to Jesus, “How can 

anyone be born after having grown old? 

Can one enter a second time into the 

mother’s womb and be born?”



5 Jesus answered, “Very truly, I tell you, 

no one can enter the kingdom of God 

without being born of water and Spirit. 



6 What is born of the flesh is flesh, and 

what is born of the Spirit is spirit. 



7 Do not be astonished that I said to 

you, ‘You must be born from above.’



8 The wind blows where it chooses, and 

you hear the sound of it, but you do not 

know where it comes from or where it 

goes. So it is with everyone who is born of 

the Spirit.”



9 Nicodemus said to him, “How can 

these things be?”



10 Jesus answered him, “Are you a 

teacher of Israel, and yet you do not 

understand these things?



11 “Very truly, I tell you, we speak of 

what we know and testify to what we 

have seen; yet you do not receive our 

testimony. 



12 If I have told you about earthly things 

and you do not believe, how can you 

believe if I tell you about heavenly things?



13 No one has ascended into heaven 

except the one who descended from 

heaven, the Son of Man. 



14 And just as Moses lifted up the 

serpent in the wilderness, so must the 

Son of Man be lifted up, 



15 that whoever believes in him may 

have eternal life.



16 “For God so loved the world that he 

gave his only Son, so that everyone who 

believes in him may not perish but may 

have eternal life.



17 “Indeed, God did not send the Son 

into the world to condemn the world, but 

in order that the world might be saved 

through him.”



READER: The gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ!

PEOPLE: Thanks be to thee O 
Christ!



Anthem (11:00)

“Just a Closer Walk”
arr. Jack Shrader 

Sanctuary Choir



Sermon

Rev. John W. Cole II



Prayer of the People



The Lord’s Prayer



The Peace



Hymn #389
“Freely, Freely”

(both verses)

Stand as you are able.



God forgave my sin in Jesus’ name,
I’ve been born again in Jesus’ name,
and in Jesus’ name I come to you,
to share his love as he told me to.
He said, “Freely, freely you have received,
freely, freely give.
Go in my name, and because you believe,
others will know that I live.”



All power is given in Jesus’ name,
in earth and heaven in Jesus’ name,
and in Jesus’ name I come to you,
to share his power as he told me to.
He said, “Freely, freely you have received,
freely, freely give.
Go in my name, and because you believe,
others will know that I live.”



As Forgiven and reconciled people, let us now 

bring our offerings before the Lord; 

remembering all the gifts we have given to 

the Lord since we last offered them in 

worship. (cont’d next slide) 

Leader:
The Offering



Bring forth the gifts of your heart--prayer, 

praise and adoration.  Bring your gifts of 

action--presence, service and witness.  Bring 

forth your gifts of abundance--those collected 

in the plate on our way into church today, 

(cont’d next slide)       

Leader:



and those received through the mail during the 

week and online; remembering the words 

recorded in Psalm 50:14, “Now offer to God a 

sacrifice of thanksgiving, and make good your 

vows to the Most High.”

Leader:



Offertory

George Stone



Today’s altar flowers 
are provided by 
Janet Lilley and

Betty Ann Chapman
in loving memory of

their parents,
Martha and Eddie 

Warwick



Doxology
Praise God, from whom all blessings 
flow; praise him, all creatures here 
below; praise him above, ye heavenly 
host; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.  
Amen.



Prayers of 
Thanksgiving



Statement of Faith
Based on

Romans 4:1-5, 13-17



Leader:

Father Abraham did many good works, 

but good works did not save him or make 

him a child of God.  How do we become 

children of God?



People:

Like Abraham, we believe God counts 
faith in Him as righteousness.



Leader:

Does obeying God’s law and doing good 

works save us? 



People:

No! The law condemns and good works 
cannot saved anyone.  Salvation is God’s 
gift of grace; something only God can 
do. 



Leader:

God promised Abraham he would be 

known as “the father of us all.”  How does 

God continue to fulfill this promise to 

Abraham?



People:

We believe, like Abraham, righteousness 
will be reckoned to anyone who believes 
in the One who raised Jesus from the 
dead.  Jesus died for our sin and was 
raised that we might have eternal life in 
Him. 



All:

Amen. 



Gloria Patri
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end.  Amen.  Amen.



Announcements



Postlude

George Stone (8:30)
Becky Barclay (11:00)



Today’s altar flowers 
are provided by 
Janet Lilley and

Betty Ann Chapman
in loving memory of

their parents,
Martha and Eddie 

Warwick



The Blessing

“May the Lord Bless You”
(both services)

Words by June Leckrone

Stand as you are able.



May the Lord bless you till we meet again
and peace be with you till we meet again.
May God be with you—guard, guide and

keep you.
May the Lord bless you till we meet

again.



Benediction



And now may the Lord bless you and 

keep you; the Lord make his face to shine 

upon you, and be gracious to you; the 

Lord lift up his countenance upon you, 

and give you peace.  Amen.



Go forth in peace.
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